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Welcome to the D6 EveryDay Curriculum
FUSION Teaching Guide from Randall House!
FUSION Teaching Guide for adults is part of the D6 EveryDay Curriculum
for all ages. Encompassing everyone in the family from preschool through
adults, D6 EveryDay Curriculum meets learners where they are and points
them toward spiritual maturity through the systematic study of God’s Word.
D6 EveryDay Curriculum provides a three-year study of the story of the Bible,
helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme each
week. This whole-family approach to Bible study helps parents fulfill the mandate of Deuteronomy 6 (D6) to teach their children the Word of God.
FUSION Teaching Guide and its companion publications, Fusion Teaching
Resources, Fusion Family and Fusion Next Devotional Magazines, and Parent
Page are the arm of D6 EveryDay Curriculum for adults.

D6 EveryDay FUSION Teaching Guide features:
Variety! Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testa-

ments. There will occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the
Old or New Testament lessons.

Apologetics! Teachers and learners alike will find tools to help them explain
and defend key Christian doctrines.

Lesson Objective! Every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Bible Basics! These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop
deeper biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important truths every
believer should know.

Zoom In notes! These notes help teachers, parents, and students develop a
biblical worldview. Along with the Bible Basics notes, Zoom In helps learners
see the world through the lens of Scripture.

How It Fits! These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students see how

the entire Bible fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture
of God’s plan.

Teaching Tips! Teacher training in bite-sized nuggets helps you make your
lessons more interesting and effective.
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D6 Digital! D6 curriculum is available in a digital format! Go to
randallhouse.com or call 800.877.7030 for more information.
SG

LG

Icons indicate how the lesson may be customized for a small
group (SG) or large group (LG) format.

D6 EveryDay Curriculum lessons are built around five important steps:
Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention and
answers the question, Where is this lesson going?

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this ques-

tion by digging into the biblical text and explaining it in ways both teachers
and group members can understand.

Dig Deeper—These notes provide more information for the teacher. They
address issues like cultural background, historical context, theological importance, or other complementary biblical teachings.

Apply It—What difference does all this make in my life? Apply It helps learn-

ers see how the biblical truths they have just heard fit into everyday life. Each
Apply It section includes at least one thought-provoking question to help you
spark a meaningful discussion.

Live It—The final section in each lesson answers the question, What now? Live

It encourages learners to take practical steps to apply the biblical principles
they have learned. This is the perfect lead-in to each week’s daily devotions in
Fusion Family and Fusion Next magazines. These weekly, six-day Bible studies
reinforce the theme adults studied on Sunday, allowing God to continue speaking to them from His Word each day.

More Fusion Resources
FUSION Teaching Resources provide tools that help teachers communicate
effectively: a FUSION Teaching Guide, teaching outlines, follow-along student
outlines, reproducible handouts, full-color posters, Parent Page, and more. FUSION Teaching Resources also include instructions for obtaining downloadable
PowerPoint presentations plus the teaching outline for each lesson. Both can be
edited to tailor the lesson to your group.
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Fusion Family & Fusion Next Devotional Study Guides

The Devotional Study Guides for Fusion (Fusion Family and Fusion Next)
provide a preview of the major truths of each week’s lessons and follow with
Monday through Friday devotions to reinforce the lesson’s biblical principles.
Teens and adults will study the same devotional passage each day, facilitating
conversations about God’s Word. Journal prompts each week can help those
who enjoy journaling as a part of Bible study. The Bible Basics feature biblical literacy, encouraging every reader to know God’s Word better. In addition,
readers enjoy great articles and columns on issues relevant to daily life. Because
both devotional study guides share the same daily Bible readings and devotions
(as well as many articles), your group members can choose the magazine they
prefer and everyone will still be studying together.
Fusion Family is for those who have children in their homes. The daily devotions address every member of the family. Learners can do these devotions
alone in a quiet time or at the breakfast table with the family. Devotions include
questions for both teens and elementary-age children. Each week, the devotions feature further discussion questions and a family activity to teach the
biblical theme, along with a simple learning activity for those with preschoolers. Unique articles will focus on parenting, and many include dinner table
discussion questions to help the family discuss important issues.
Fusion Next is a devotional study guide for adults whose children are grown.
Fusion Next includes many of the best features of Fusion Family, but it is targeted toward those with no children living in their households. It addresses their
needs while challenging them to be involved in generational discipleship from
a different perspective. Every magazine includes “Pop’s Page,” written specifically for grandparents with suggestions for activities to share in the spiritual
instruction of their grandchildren.

Parent Page
The Parent Page is a resource to help parents and grandparents discuss the
truths of each lesson with their children or grandchildren at home. It includes
the key truths of the lesson, the lesson objective, how the lesson fits in the story
of the Bible, Bible Basics notes to develop biblical literacy, discussion starter
questions, activities for different age groups, and notes to help families discuss important truths from the lesson. Give copies of this page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use it at home each week. Parent Page is
also available for FREE download at www.D6home.com.

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through FREE

weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your family engage in
conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun together, Splink
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allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress spiritual truths
and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you are, there’s always time to
Splink! Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.
Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.
Check out more resources (including training videos) at d6family.com/
d6curriculum. To order call 800-877-7030 or an affiliate bookstore.

In This Teaching Guide
Romans
This quarter kicks off with five lessons from Romans dealing with who we are
in Christ and practical ways we should live that out.

Matthew
Three lessons from Matthew will examine the death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus and the Great Commission He gave His followers.

Ecclesiastes
Two lessons will give us an overview of Ecclesiastes and Solomon’s experience
of life apart from God.

2 Corinthians
The final three lessons will examine practical instruction for how to live as we
look forward to Christ’s return.

Fusion Resources • 5

Leading Adults to Christ
Christianity is about more than going to church and living a good moral life.
Being a Christian is about having a vibrant personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. Every Sunday School teacher or Bible study leader should want to see
each of his or her learners enter into this relationship—their eternal destiny
depends on it. As you work toward this goal, keep the following in mind:
• Following Christ is about more than a mere decision; it is about a lifelong
relationship. Jesus called us to make disciples, not mere decision-makers.
Aim for long-term faith, not momentary emotion.
• Salvation is a matter of grace, not works. Our works do not save us (Ephesians 2:8-9), nor do they keep us (Galatians 3:2-6). Good works are a
product of salvation, not a prerequisite to it.
• Don’t confuse sanctification with salvation. Holiness follows salvation; it
doesn’t precede it. Don’t try to impose “Christian” expectations on men
and women who don’t know Christ.
Keep it simple. Being born again is not complicated. Here’s a simple way to
explain it:
•

Acknowledge your sinfulness and your need for a Savior (Romans

3:10, 23).
• Trust in Christ’s sacrifice for your sins and in His resurrection (Romans
10:9-10).
• Surrender your life to God’s transforming power (Romans 12:1-2).
Most of all, remember that your job is to tell the truth in a way others can
understand, answer their questions, and give them an opportunity to respond.
If you do that faithfully, some will respond and join the band of Christfollowers. When they do, Heaven will rejoice!
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HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 1-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 1-2

(student outline)

q FTE 1-3
(poster)

q FTE 1-4

(handout)

q FTE 1-5

(#teenfeed)

q PP-1

(Parent Page)

March 6, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 1

The Chains
Are Broken
FAMILY THEME
Set Free From Sin

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners consider themselves dead
to sin and alive to know and serve
God. They act accordingly.

STUDY TEXT
Romans 6:1-23

Key Truths

• Believers Are Dead to Sin and Alive to God.
•	
Believers Are to Present Themselves to God as Instruments of
Righteousness.
• Believers Are Free to Serve God Rather Than Sin.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What
does baptism symbolize?
Answer: Baptism symbolizes the union the believer enjoys in Jesus’
death and resurrection (Romans 6:1-4). It also symbolizes having our
sins washed away (Acts 22:16). (Learners will find this Bible Basics
note on the FTE 2-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

The apostle Paul wrote this letter to the Christians in Rome about AD
57. He likely wrote while in Corinth on his third missionary journey to
spread the gospel.

7

SG

LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin by asking learners to list some
important things that are true of us because we are
believers in Christ. (We are no longer under condemnation; our sins are forgiven; etc.) Why is it important for us to know these things are true of us?
After discussion, say: Today we will see something
that is true of us as believers, and that God wants us
to realize and live by.

Use one of the Get
Started options to
capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching
Essential 1-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Begin by displaying or reciting the following popular expressions: You’re dead to me! and
I’m dead to that. Ask your group members what it
means to be dead to something. Have they heard
someone use that expression. Who used the expression and what was the situation? After discussion,
say: Sometimes we feel as if we want nothing more to
do with some person or situation. We feel “dead” to
that person or situation. Today we will see something
the Bible tells us we are to be dead to.

FTE 1-1

LG

Study the Word

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 1-2 student
outline and something to write with.

In Romans 5, Paul wrote about the fact that God’s
grace abounded even more abundantly than sin. To
some of his critics, this sounded dangerous—“well,
then, maybe we should sin all the more to make sure
that God’s grace keeps abounding!” Paul responded
emphatically to this faulty thinking in Romans 6.

Believers Are Dead to Sin and
Alive to God
(Romans 6:1-11)
FTE 1-2
8 • FUSION Teaching Guide

Verse 1 contains the objection that critics or unbelievers might raise: Why shouldn’t we continue in sin

in order to cause God’s grace to abound even more!
Verse 2 answers forcefully, “No!” May that never be
the case! Those who have died to sin can no longer live
in it. Verse 3 begins to explain what it means to die
to sin. The baptism into Christ refers to our union
with Christ at conversion. His death for sin brings
about our death to sin. We speak often of the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Believers are united
with Jesus in faith and know a spiritual parallel in
their own lives. Through union with Christ, they are
dead to sin, buried by baptism, and most importantly raised to a new way of living (verse 4).

TEACHING TIP:
Pray for your group
members, asking God
to help you understand their needs and
to help you prepare
lessons that bring
their needs into contact with God’s Word.
Display the FUSION
Teaching Essential
1-3 (“Alive to God”)
poster.

DIG DEEPER:
Paul spoke often in this passage of union with
Christ. It is an important concept worth examining in more detail. We can look at the analogy
of political union, for example. The 13 original
colonies that broke off from English rule to form
the United States eventually formed a constitutional union. When a new state became part of
the union, the union’s history became its history,
and vice versa. When Hawaii joined the union
in 1959, it also acquired the history of the American Revolution. Bunker Hill, Lexington and
Concord, the Declaration of Independence, the
Liberty Bell, and Freedom Hall, all became part
of its history. Likewise, Hawaii’s history up to
that point became part of the larger history of
the union itself. Christ suffered on the cross for
our history of sin. We benefit now from His history of obedience and new life. We now share our
histories, through union with Christ.

FTE 1-3

Paul continued, making it plain that union with
Jesus’ death for sin entails union with a resurrected
life (verse 5). It is as though our old sinful self died
on the cross so we could escape sin’s reign. Sin always gets its payment: death. But once that payment
has been made in full, it has no more claim—not on
Lesson 1: The Chains Are Broken • 9

Christ and not on us. We may feel its pull and do battle with it, but it has no legitimate claim on us now
that we are united with Christ. We are raised to live
a new life. We owe nothing at all to sin. Indeed, just
as Christ was raised, so are we (verses 5-8).
Jesus died for sin—ours, not His. Sin has nothing to say to Him, nor will it ever exercise a hold on
Him. Jesus underwent the worst that sin could inflict and came through in glorious life. Even so, we
must consider ourselves to be dead to sin and alive
to God (verses 9-11). We must let that reality guide
how we think and how we act. We think and live as
if we want nothing to do with sin. We now live to
know, walk with, and serve God who has forgiven us,
placed us in Christ, and given us new life.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
The fact that Jesus had to die to pay the penalty
of our sin illustrates how sin brought death and
destruction into the world. Encourage parents
and grandparents to discuss this truth with family members.
We no longer answer to the old boss, Satan. He
has no legitimate claim upon us—not our actions,
not our feelings, not our desires, not our thinking.
God’s grace and forgiveness have changed everything. We are now free to live as forgiven people. Our
union with Christ means we have died to the power
of sin and can now live to please God.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Think and act like you are dead to sin and alive to
God.
• What does it mean to be dead to sin and alive
to God? (We want nothing to do with sin and
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we want to live for God, obeying and serving
Him; etc.)
• How does our union and identification with
Christ affect our relationship with sin? (Sin no
longer rules us; we can think of ourselves as
dead to sin and alive to God; we can choose
to say no to temptation and yes to what God
wants for us.)

Believers Are to Present
Themselves to God as
Instruments of Righteousness
(Romans 6:12-14)

Believers are no longer to let sin rule or reign over us.
Speaking of the body and its passions makes it clear
that sinful behavior is Paul’s target in these verses.
The Bible does not teach that living for God occurs
only in the mind or soul, not affecting the body. Salvation affects every part of our existence and most
definitely includes what we do in this physical world.
We must not allow our bodies to become tools of
unrighteousness. Instead, we are to use our bodies
as tools God can use for righteousness. This is only
fitting, for sin is no longer the boss. Being under the
Law, even God’s excellent Law given to Moses, ensured that we would fall short and be delivered up to
death. Now however, we are under the regime or rule
of grace (verses 12-14). God took care of the penalty we incurred and raised us from spiritual death to
live for Him—grace in all its glory!

DIG DEEPER:
Human beings love to think of themselves as the
masters of all they survey. We seek to conquer
disease, distance, and even time itself in various
ways. We believe we get to define what is right
and wrong. We look upon service to a master as

Lesson 1: The Chains Are Broken • 11

something unworthy, something only the weak
or servile would accept. In truth, however, humanity must always have a master. Through
our fall into sin, we are, by default, servants of
a harsh taskmaster, Satan. Through salvation in
Christ, we become servants of a good and kind
master, the Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot escape
having a master. At the same time, we cannot
serve two masters. In Matthew 6:24, Jesus made
it quite clear. We will serve God or Satan, but we
can never serve neither or both. Some may object
that by saying all this, we are saying that those
who do not worship God worship Satan, and it is
clear that most people are not Satan worshipers!
However, a closer look at the Scriptures shows
that this is not what we claim. On the contrary,
it speaks of service, not worship. The cruel despotism of sin and Satan is such that many must
serve him whom they do not worship.
Surrender to God is something we must do daily,
just as we eat and sleep. If we do not surrender to
God, we will end up surrendering to the pull of sin
and temptation. Surrender to God leads to joy and
peace while surrender to sin and temptation leads to
bondage and despair. Now that we are free from the
power of sin, we can choose each day to follow God’s
will and direction for our lives. We can choose to
live in a way that brings Him glory and us joy, rather
than giving in to sin and temptation.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Present yourself to God daily.
• What does it mean to be instruments of righteousness? (We allow God to use us do His will;
we do what is good and right; etc.)
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• What are some general purposes of God we can
seek to fulfill each day? (Worship God; learn
God’s Word; pray; share the gospel with others; use our gifts and abilities to serve; love
those around us; etc.

Believers Are Free to Serve
God Rather Than Sin
(Romans 6:15-23)

In verse 15 Paul repeated the objection of verse 1 and
again rejected it. Then he began to explain from a
different angle: slavery and obedience. We are slaves
to the one we obey. Employees are subject to their
employer, not someone else’s. Dogs obey their masters, not strangers. Believers are now subject to their
good and kind Master, not to the old slave driver
(verse 16). We once were slaves of sin and Satan, but
the gospel teaching of salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ freed us from that former life and set
us free to live a new one as God’s servants (verses
17-18). Paul was trying to find some way to describe
this miracle of grace in a way that the Romans (and
we) could understand. In summary, just as they
once gave themselves over to impurity and rebellion
against God’s Law, they now were to present themselves as slaves of righteousness. The lawlessness of
sin always gave way to even more lawlessness. On the
other hand, obeying and practicing righteousness
leads to sanctification (verse 19).
Paul then spoke frankly to the Roman believers
(verses 20-22): When you were slaves to sin, how
much regard did you give to righteousness? None! No,
you gave yourselves fully to unrighteousness. Your
march toward death involved sinful behavior you are
now ashamed of. You wholeheartedly gave yourself
over to that which would destroy you. Now, however,
having known God’s grace, you should be just as eager
to practice righteousness for Him. You should just as
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wholeheartedly follow the path that will lead to sanctification and eternal life.
We must understand we are not independent,
autonomous creatures, answering only to ourselves.
Everyone needs to learn submission to authority.
People who reject the authority of parents, government, teachers, spouses, or other authority in general will usually find it very difficult to submit to the
authority of God. They are most likely to remain in
bondage to Satan.
The only people who are not slaves to sin are those
who are slaves to righteousness. Sin pays what is deserved: death. God’s gift of grace bestows upon us
what we do not deserve: eternal life in Christ (verse
23).

The Parent Page
(PP-1) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their
children or grandchildren at home. Give or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and
encourage them to
use it at home this
week.

APPLY IT
PP-1

SG

LG

Choose to obey God rather than sinful desires.
• What does obeying sinful desires lead to? (Slavery to those desires; natural consequences;
God’s correction; ultimately, death; etc.)
• How has your life changed since you were set
free from sin?

SG

LG

Live It

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put the truths
of this lesson into
practice.
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Option 1: Ask your group members to consider
ways they could serve God and accomplish His purposes this week as instruments of righteousness. Encourage them to give themselves to God each morning this week and to choose ways they will serve God
that day.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 1-4
(“Choose Your Master”) to help your group members think about how they can change their mindset
about sin and choose to obey God rather than sinful
desires this week.
Option 3: Ask your group to consider whether or
not there is some sin that they presently feel enslaved
by. If so, what have they learned from this lesson that
they could put into practice this week in order to live
out their freedom from sin?

FTE 1-4
Encourage your
group members to
complete this week’s
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide, and to discuss
the devotions with
family members.
Give a copy of
FUSION Teaching
Essential 1-5 (“#teenfeed”) to all parents
of teens.

FTE 1-5

Lesson 1: The Chains Are Broken • 15
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HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 2-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 2-2

(student outline)

March 13, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 2

When the Spirit
Has Control
FAMILY THEME
Led By the Spirit

q FTE 2-4
(handout)

q PP-2

(Parent Page)

q FTE 2-3
(poster)

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners choose daily to submit to
the guidance, direction, and empowering of the Holy Spirit.

STUDY TEXT
Romans 8:1-39

Key Truths

•	Believers Find Life, Peace, and Power by Living Under the Control of
the Holy Spirit.
•	The Holy Spirit Helps Believers Have Hope in the Midst of Suffering.
•	Nothing Can Separate Believers From God’s Great Love

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to memorize Romans 6:23 this week and to work
with family members to do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible
Basics note on the FTE 2-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

In this section of his letter to the believers in Rome, written around AD
57, the apostle Paul described the ongoing ministry of the Holy Spirit
and how we are to submit to His control.

17

SG

LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin with the following illustration. In
order to fly, airplanes must overcome the law of gravity which keeps the airplane on the ground. As the airplane picks up speed down the runway and air flows
over the wings, the law of aerodynamics overcomes
the law of gravity and the airplane is able to fly. Today
we will see how the law of the Spirit of life sets us free
from the law of sin and death.

Use one of the Get
Started options to
capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching
Essential 2-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Begin by asking your group members
to list some of the freedoms we enjoy in our nation.
Write their responses on the marker board as they
call them out. When you have compiled a list, ask
them which of these freedoms they would be most
reluctant to give up. After discussion, say: As citizens
we benefit from freedoms that are very meaningful
to us. Today, however, we will see how these earthly
freedoms pale in comparison to the freedoms we have
when we live under the control of the Spirit.

FTE 2-1

LG
Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 2-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

Study the Word
While Paul only mentioned the Holy Spirit three times
in chapters 1 through 7, He is mentioned more than a
dozen times in chapter 8 alone. Only the Holy Spirit
can free the believer from the law of sin and death and
provide the means to overcome fleshly desires.

FTE 2-2
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Believers Find Life, Peace, and
Power by Living Under the
Control of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 8:1-17)

The word therefore in verse 1 takes the reader back
to the principles taught in chapter 7, culminating in
verse 7:24 when Paul asked, who will deliver me? The
answer is found in 7:25 as the apostle uttered a great
thanksgiving proclamation celebrating the work of
Jesus Christ.
Consequently, Paul revealed in chapter 8, verse 1
that through Christ’s sacrificial work and the work
of the Holy Spirit, the condemnation that sin produces no longer applies to the believer. By definition,
condemnation referred to the penalty of death under
which all people live. Condemnation can also come
in the form of guilt, shame, and punishment. This
statement echoes the statement made by the apostle
in Romans 5:1. Those who are in Christ Jesus have experienced peace with God through the justification
offered by Christ.

TEACHING TIP:
Don’t just tell your
learners what they
ought to do, teach
them how to do it as
well. Being taught
how to do something
motivates us to put it
into practice.
Display the FTE 2-3
(“Our Helper”) poster
to reinforce these
truths.

FTE 2-3

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that our freedom from condemnation
in Christ demonstrates how God offers salvation
and forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ.
No condemnation is further defined in verses 2
through 4. In verse 2, the apostle presents two contrasting laws. The one law (sin and death) leads to
bondage while the other (the Spirit of life) leads to
freedom, the latter referring to the Holy Spirit who
resides in believers. This designation as Spirit of life
is appropriate since God is in the business of offering
and delivering life to His followers.
Verse 3 expounds on why the Mosaic Law could
not provide victory over sin. It was weakened by the
flesh, or sinful nature, of humanity. This was not an
Lesson 2: When the Spirit Has Control • 19

indictment on the Law, but instead was recognition
of the inability of the human sinful nature to obey
the Law’s demands. What the Law could not produce, however, God provided by sending His Son in
human form to accomplish it for sinful man (verses
3-4). See also Galatians 3:21-24.
Verses 5 through 7 consist of more contrasts
between these two “laws.” First, the mind-sets are
different. The one still living according to the ways
of the sinful nature has his mind set on the things
of that nature while the one living according to the
Spirit has his mind set on the things of the Spirit.
Then, the contrast of outcomes for these opposing
“laws” is given (verse 6). The “flesh” results in death
while “the Spirit” results in life and peace. Finally,
the reason for the contrast is revealed in verse 7. The
one who still lives according to the sinful nature is
hostile to God and refuses to submit to His plans
and purposes. Simply stated, those living according
to the sinful nature cannot please God (verse 8).
According to verse 9, the follower of Jesus is now
ruled by the Spirit who has taken up residence in his
or her life. An individual who does not have the Spirit sadly does not belong to God. Verse 10 is a conditional statement in which “if ” can be understood as
“since” or “because.” The reference to the death of
the body reminds the reader of human mortality and
the effects of sin. Even though the body will experience death, by the power of the Holy Spirit the believer will experience new life. This happens because
the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead offers
life to those who are in Christ (verses 11-12).
In Christ, we meet the requirements of righteousness. In addition to taking away our condemnation,
God provided the Spirit to help us be victorious over
our old natures and over sin. While the Spirit-filled
life will not eliminate all sinful acts in our earthly
existence, it will enable us to live victoriously as we
submit to the Spirit’s control and direction.
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Paul then focused on our new position in God’s
family. As God’s children, there is an obligation to
live in the control and power of the Holy Spirit. This
directive is supported in negative terms in verse 12
(not to the flesh or sinful nature) and in positive
terms in verse 14 (all who are led by the Spirit are the
sons of God).
In verse 13, Paul returned to the repeated themes
of this section: living according to the flesh as compared to living according to the Spirit. Living according to the inclinations and desires of the sinful
nature, as has already been emphasized, leads to
death. To the contrary, living under the influence
and control of the Spirit will help us put sinful deeds
to death and enjoy the abundant life of which Jesus
spoke (John 10:10).
The apostle also emphasized our standing as legal heirs, explaining our adoption into God’s family
(verses 14-15). The word adoption as used here signified placement as an adult son with full rights of
an heir. This position in Christ provides us with an
intimate and fulfilling relationship with our Heavenly Father in which we can call out to Him (Abba,
Father) at any time. This is in contrast to the spirit of slavery or bondage in which an individual was
enslaved to sin and lived his or her life in fear. Paul
reminded the reader that it is the Spirit that bears
witness or testifies of the new birth to the believer
(verse 16).
In addition, we have become recipients of the
same blessings and inheritance that has been designated for Christ (verse 17). We are loved, provided
for, and cherished. We are not only heirs of God but
even co-heirs with Christ, a reality that spoke to the
glories of Heaven but also to the reality of suffering
that a believer may share as a result of professing
Christ.
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DIG DEEPER:
Adoption is an important component of Romans 8 and is also taught in Galatians chapter
4. Among the Greco-Roman culture, when a
man had no son, he was permitted to adopt one,
which frequently was a slave. At this point the
adopted son took the name of his father and was
legally regarded as a son and could even address
his former master by the title of “father.” In
Paul’s use of the term, the one who came to God
by faith was “adopted” as a son and was granted
all the rights and privileges that come with this
designation. Because believers are sons and not
slaves, they no longer should be subjugated to sin
or fear.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Choose to live under the control and influence of
the Holy Spirit.
• What does it mean to walk according to the
Spirit instead of according to the flesh? (We
submit to and follow the leading and prompting of the Spirit instead of the desires of our
sinful nature.)
• What does it mean to set our minds on the
things of the Spirit? How do we do that? (We
continually take in and think about God’s
Word; we determine to live by God’s Word,
rather than the ways of the world; we limit the
worldly influences we take into our minds; we
apply God’s truth to every situation; etc.)
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The Holy Spirit Helps
Believers Have Hope in
the Midst of Suffering
(Romans 8:18-30)

After Paul highlighted the wonderful reality of being
the children of God, he was quick to recognize we
are still living in a fallen and sinful world. As such
we are subject to suffering (verse 18), physical limitations (verse 23), weakness (verse 26), and uncertainties (verse 28). Paul likened these experiences to
the “groaning” of a woman in labor. This speaks of a
painful and wearisome experience.
The reality of each of these experiences, however,
is their temporary nature. This is best portrayed in
verse 18 as one considers present suffering as compared to eternal glory. The suffering could consist
of things such as sickness, injury, natural disaster,
financial loss, and death, just to name a few. As difficult and debilitating as each of these experiences
may be, however, they still do not compare to the
glory that is to come. The word “glory” could refer to
the eternal transformation that occurred as a result
of the resurrection of Christ. See also 2 Corinthians
4:17.
In each of these experiences, Paul declared we are
not without hope (verses 24-25). Hope, by definition,
is not wishful thinking but is instead a confident expectation of the fulfillment of God’s promises. Paul
used verses 26-30 to elaborate on the basis for such
hope. We are hopeful because we have the Spirit
who lives in us and strengthens us. He enables our
communication with our Father by interceding for
us (verses 26-27). Just a few verses earlier (verse 23),
Paul had spoken of the fact that believers groan along
with creation in turmoil. In verse 26, he asserted that
the Spirit also groans with Christians who have hope
and long for the glory that is to come. This groaning,
and the corresponding intercession for believers,
is but one example of how the Lord joins us in our
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affliction and how the Spirit serves as an advocate for
the child of God.
Paul further provided hope in the assurance that
God has a good plan for our lives, always at work for
our good and to make us more like Christ (verses
28-30). This knowledge of God working all things for
good, in verse 28, is known intuitively and scripturally. Paul, however, wanted the child of God enduring difficult times to know this experientially.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Remain faithful and trust God in the midst of suffering and difficulty.
• What truths from these verses give you hope
and help you persevere through hard times?
(The glory waiting for us is far greater than the
suffering we face; the Spirit intercedes for us
according to God’s will; God causes all things
to work out for our good; etc.)
• How is it possible for suffering and difficulty to
work out for our good? (It grows our faith and
develops our character; it makes us more like
Christ; etc.)

Nothing Can Separate Believers From God’s Great Love
(Romans 8:31-39)

God has given us so much, and He did so despite the
fact we didn’t deserve it (verses 31-32). He gave up
His Son for us. The same concept was demonstrated
in Abraham’s life in Genesis 22 when God said Abraham had not withheld his son from Him.
However, if we did not deserve it and we couldn’t
pay for it, how do we know the enemy of our souls
will not somehow separate us from God and His
blessings? After all, we still sin, we face all kinds of
struggles, and we still don’t have it all figured out
24 • FUSION Teaching Guide

(verses 33-36). In the midst of all these things is the
reminder that the same Jesus who died for us is now
interceding or pleading on our behalf.
So, will God always love us and work on our
behalf? Paul provided assurance, confirming that
nothing can separate us from God’s love (verses 3739). This is demonstrated in the terminology of verse
37; we are more than conquerors. This expression literally means we are super conquerors or super victorious. The believer need not fear the difficulties that
come his or her way. As believers, nothing can ever
separate us from God’s love. Our judge and justifier
is Christ alone. No other person or circumstance can
sever a person’s relationship with God.

APPLY IT

SG

The Parent Page
(PP-2) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their
children or grandchildren at home. Give or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

LG

Live confidently knowing nothing can separate
you from God’s love.
• What does it mean that we are more than conquerors in trials and difficulties? (The Lord
helps us get through trials; we keep trusting
God; God uses trials to grow us; etc.)
• How has God demonstrated that He is “ for us”?
(He gave His Son for us; He causes all things to
work out for good; etc.)

Live It

PP-2

SG

Option 1: Encourage learners to memorize Romans
8:28 this week and to continue to trust and walk with
God even when facing trials and difficulty.

LG

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.
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Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 2-4 (“According to the Spirit”) to help your group members
consider how they can think and act more like the
Spirit wants them to. Encourage them to take steps
to do so this week.

FTE 2-4

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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Option 3: Encourage your learners to read Romans
8:31-39 each day this week and to dwell on God’s
great love for them and all He has done for them.
Encourage them to thank God for loving them and
to live confidently for Him this week.

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 3-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 3-2

(student outline)

q FTE 3-3
(handout)

q PP-3

(Parent Page)

March 20, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 3

Living Sacrifices
FAMILY THEME
The Transformed Life

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners daily present themselves
to God to do His will and be transformed by His Word.

STUDY TEXT
Romans 12:1-21

Key Truths

• We Should Respond to God’s Mercy by Giving All to Him.
• We Should Respond to God’s Mercy by Using Our Gifts to Serve.
• We Should Respond to God’s Mercy With Christlike Conduct.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to memorize the names and order of books 13
through 17 of the New Testament (1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus) this week and to work with family members to do so as
well. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 3-2 student
outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

In this section of his letter to the believers in Rome, written around
AD 57, Paul taught how we should respond to the blessings God has
poured out on us through the gospel.

27

SG

LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin by writing the word Conform on the
marker board. Ask your learners what it means to
conform to something. What are some examples of
people conforming? After discussion, say: Sometimes
conforming is good, other times it is not. Today we
will see something we should not conform to and also
something we should conform to.

Use one of the Get
Started options to
capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching
Essential 3-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Begin by asking for a male volunteer and
a female volunteer to come to the front of the room.
Ask the other learners to name as many differences between the two as they can (gender, hair color,
clothing style, height, etc.). After a number of differences have been named, let the volunteers be seated
and say: No two people are just alike. There are always
some differences. Today we will examine some ways
God wants His people to be different from the world.

FTE 3-1

LG

Study the Word

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 3-2 student
outline and something to write with.

Like several of Paul’s letters, Romans consists of two
main sections, the first primarily doctrinal and the
second primarily practical application. Chapter 11
ended the section in which doctrine and doctrinal
matters were front and center. Chapter 12 then begins the section of practical teaching that continues
until the end of the letter.

We Should Respond to God’s
Mercy by Giving All to Him
(Romans 12:1-2)
FTE 3-2
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The word therefore in verse 1 indicates a key transition in this epistle. The practical teachings that

follow have their basis in the doctrinal content given
in the previous chapters. Here, Paul alluded to the
Old Testament sacrificial system to help his readers
understand how they were to respond to all God has
done for us. Those mercies are outlined in chapters 1
through 11. In the Old Testament system, the burnt
offering was to be completely devoted to God. It all
belonged to Him.
Considering this example, followers of Christ are
to do the same, offering all we have and all we are to
God. And, likewise, we are to do so without compromise or negotiation. However, instead of an animal that was an involuntary sacrifice with no control
over its own life, we are encouraged to willingly give
our lives completely to God. This is to be a conscious,
rational, thoughtful, and intelligent offering of one’s
self as an act of worship (verse 1). Then, as we learn
and apply God’s Word we are transformed to think
and act more and more like Christ (verse 2).

TEACHING TIP:
For greater insight,
take time to read other parts of the Bible
that have a bearing
on the lesson’s text.

DIG DEEPER:
The opening exhortation to be a living sacrifice
finds it roots and significance in the Old Testament sacrificial system. The Lord’s instruction,
given in Leviticus 1:6-9, includes the elements
of order, arrangement, cleansing, and totality.
These details portray the seriousness of the sacrifice. A living sacrifice is no different in this
regard. There are specific commands and principles the Lord wants us to follow as believers.
This type of offering can only happen as the believer understands the necessary changes to be made,
one of which is negative and the other is positive. The
negative admonition is do not be conformed to this
world. This conforming speaks of the individual assuming attitudes and behaviors that do not match
who he or she is in Christ. The underlying danger is
that believers will allow the present evil system that
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pervades this world to shape and mold them into
sinful patterns.
Instead, the believer should be transformed within and without. This speaks of a total transformation
and is the Greek word from which we get the word
metamorphosis. The word is intended to convey a
change from within that becomes visible from without. This type of transformation begins in the mind,
the seat of intellectual and moral judgment. The Holy
Spirit uses the truths of the Word of God to shape
and transform our thinking. That leads to a change
of our hearts and lives. As believers’ minds are transformed through God’s Word, prayer, and Christian
fellowship, they come to approve and desire God’s
will for their lives, rather than their own plans or
purposes. There can be no greater fulfillment than
to be experiencing a daily, close walk with the Lord.
This only happens, however, through nonconformity
to the world and through transformation that occurs
by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Surrender all to God and let His Word change you.
• What does it look like to surrender everything
to God? (We become willing to do whatever
He leads us to do; He and His will become our
highest priority; etc.)
• How does God use His Word to make us more
like Christ? (Learning God’s Word causes us to
think more like Christ which leads to acting
more like Christ.)
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We Should Respond to God’s
Mercy by Using Our Gifts to
Serve
(Romans 12:3-8)

As believers we are called to serve God and the others who make up His body. It is this encouragement
to service and the use of one’s spiritual gifts that Paul
focused on in this section. His first instruction is to
have an appropriate attitude and view of oneself.
Having already established the importance of renewing our minds and thoughts (verse 2), he emphasized a spirit of humility in how we view ourselves
and in the use of our gifts (verse 3).
The grace of which Paul spoke in verse 3 is the
grace that saved him and made him an apostle of Jesus Christ. As an apostle, he could warn the Romans
about thinking more highly of themselves than they
should. Instead, all believers must view themselves
soundly and humbly, understanding their faith and
giftedness come from God and are to be used to
serve the Lord in the manner in which He sees fit.
Paul emphasized the reality that God had given
believers all they had as expressions of His grace, including their spiritual gifts. He then reminded them
of the importance of having unity, even with the diversity of gifts God had given them (verses 4-6). Using the illustration of the human body, Paul spoke of
every believer having specific functions in the body
of Christ. He referenced that they were members of
one another. The term gifts in verse 6 referred to the
special abilities given by God to serve Him, many of
which were listed in verses 6 through 8. God, as a result of His grace, allots these gifts for use in ministry
to the body.
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Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
God established the church to make disciples and
transfer the faith. He allows us to be part of that
process as we use the gifts and abilities He gave
us to serve Him and His church. Encourage parents and grandparents to discuss this truth with
family members at home.
From this summary, Paul alluded to some specific
gifts of grace and reminded the readers of the need
to exercise their gifts faithfully and enthusiastically. While this list is not exhaustive, below are those
Paul felt necessary to mention in writing to the Roman believers along with a brief definition drawn
from interpretations of how these gifts are often evidenced.
• Prophecy—the gift of conveying to others the
message from God in either a foretelling (especially in the Old Testament) or a preaching of
God’s revealed truth.
• Ministry or service—this term speaks of helping others or carrying out specific duties of
service to the church.
• Teaching—imparting the truth of God’s message to people with the intended purpose of
understanding and clarification.
• Exhorting or encouraging—often used as simple encouragement but likely speaks specifically of encouraging and urging people to live as
taught in the Scriptures.
• Giving—the idea of giving with generosity.
While all believers are to give, there are those
that are especially gifted to make money specifically for the purpose of generosity to the
Lord’s work.
• Leading—to manage something well with a
strong emphasis on caring.
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• Showing mercy—demonstrating kindness, especially toward the sick and needy.
For other lists of spiritual gifts in Scripture, see
1 Corinthians 12:4-31, Ephesians 4:11-16, and 1 Peter
4:10-11.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Use the spiritual gifts and abilities God has given
you to serve Him and His church.
• Why is it important for every believer to use his
or her spiritual gifts in service to God and His
church? (God created and gifted each of us to
do certain deeds and ministry for him—Ephesians 2:10; much more can be accomplished for
God’s kingdom when every believer is using
his or her gifts to serve.)
• How does our church help people discover their
gifts and plug in to serve? (Teacher: Talk with
church leaders before this session if you are
unsure how this works in your church.)

Help your learners
discover their spiritual gifts by giving
them this link to a
free survey: bit.ly/
CGI-SpiritualGifts.

We Should Respond to
God’s Mercy With
Christlike Conduct
(Romans 12:9-21)

In this section Paul focused on how a life transformed by the gospel responds to God’s blessings.
The relationships mentioned, and the corresponding
instructions, provide insight for believers in their interactions with both other believers and nonbelievers. Exhortations range from love for other Christians to hospitality to strangers, all with a series of
short commands that include both positive and negative exhortations. The whole of this section is rooted in the primacy of love in all of our relationships.
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In verse 9, the specific action is love, the primary
ingredient for relational success. This love has been
best demonstrated by God and should be practiced
without hypocrisy. In other words, the love of a believer should be akin to God’s love and must be done
without any pretense, insincerity, or showmanship.
The one who sincerely loves God and others should
also hate evil and cling to what is good.
The apostle began to deal with relationships
within the church in verse 10. The same type of love
demonstrated by God must be demonstrated to fellow believers. Paul commanded brotherly love or
family affection, a term that spoke of being bound
by family ties. In loving like this, the child of God
will find him or herself giving honor or preference
to one another instead of seeking it for themselves.
This same principle was taught by Paul in Philippians 2:3-4 and should be emulated by every believer.
This act alone would either repair or prevent division
that Satan loves to cause in the church today. (See
also 1 Peter 1:22.)
In verses 11-12, Paul spoke of remaining patient
or steadfast as we serve the Lord with diligence.
While this principle could be applied to any hardship, commentators feel it was likely the apostle had
persecution in mind. The only way to remain steadfast is for the believer to be constant in prayer. It is
God who enables the believer to stay true to the faith.
Paul then admonished the church to be hospitable to
outsiders and generous with one another (verse 13).
In verses 14-17, Paul’s instructions were more generic and included those outside the church. When
facing adversity and persecution, the typical way of
responding to those persecuting us is to reciprocate
and treat them in a similar fashion. In contrast, Paul
encouraged the reader to bless or speak well of these
individuals and not to curse them. Scholars believe
Paul may have had Jesus or Stephen in mind when
penning these words. What an example they provided of blessing, rather than cursing, their persecutors.
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Verse 15 serves as a reminder that the believer
must be able to empathize with others, whether they
follow Christ or not. Practicing this type of empathy
leads to rejoicing with others when things are good
and to weeping with others when things are bad.
Living in such a way will enable believers to live in
harmony with one another (verse 16).
Paul’s exhortation went even further in directing
our attitudes and actions toward those we may consider to be enemies (verses 17-21). While the governing authorities follow the Old Testament principle
of “an eye for an eye,” Paul commanded individual
believers not to repay evil for evil. We are instead
to strive for peaceful relationships with everyone,
even when experiencing opposition and hatred from
others (verses 17-18). While the natural tendency is
to “distribute justice” ourselves, it is God who has
the final word and He has promised to avenge His
followers (verse 19).
While the fleshly tendency is to respond negatively to those who would harm or oppose us, the apostle
encouraged the believer to act contrary to this tendency. This is demonstrated as the Christian feeds
the hungry enemy and gives him water to drink.
In doing this, the enemy of the gospel may become
ashamed and penitent. It is possible that Paul had in
mind an Egyptian ritual in which a person showed
penitence by carrying a pan of burning charcoal on
his head. In summary, verse 21 asserts the need for
the believer to respond with love and blessing as opposed to hate and revenge.

APPLY IT

SG

The Parent Page
(PP-3) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their
children or grandchildren at home. Give or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

PP-3

LG

Follow Christ’s Word and example in daily living.
• How do unbelievers usually respond to those
who oppose or hate them? How are believers to
respond?
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• Why do we need the Holy Spirit’s help and power to live as God calls us to? (These attitudes
and actions do not come naturally to us; they
go against our sinful nature; we are not able to
live this way in our own strength; etc.)

SG

LG

Get Started

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put to work the
principles learned in
this lesson.

Option 1: Ask and discuss the following:
• In what area could you more fully present yourself to God as a living sacrifice?
• What is one area in which you are tempted
to conform to the ways of the lost world? Find
Scriptures this week that will help you think
more like Christ does about that area.
Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 3-3
(“More Like Christ”) to help your group members
think about how they will put one or two Christlike
characteristics from Romans 12:9-21 into practice
this week.

FTE 3-3
Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week.
Parents can discuss
the devotions with
their kids and go to
d6home.com for free
resources to help
them disciple their
children at home.
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Option 3: Encourage group members who are not
yet using their gifts and abilities to serve to talk to
you about how they can get plugged in to serve.

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 4-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 4-2

(student outline)

q FTE 4-3
(handout)

q PP-4

(Parent Page)

March 27, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 4

Who’s In Charge?
FAMILY THEME
Submitting to Authority

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners place themselves under
the leadership of those God has put
in positions of authority.

STUDY TEXT
Romans 13:1-14

Key Truths

•	Believers Submit to Those in Authority Unless It Means Disobeying
God.
•	Believers Fulfill God’s Law by Showing Love to Others.
•	Believers Display the Character and Lifestyle of Christ.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to review the names and order of the first 17 books
of the Old Testament this week and to work with family members to
do so as well. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 4-2
student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

In this section of his letter to the believers in Rome, written around AD
57, Paul dealt with how believers are to relate to governing authorities.
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SG

LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin by asking and discussing the following:

Use one of the Get
Started options to
capture attention
and get this lesson
started.

• What is the chain of command in the military?
• What problems would likely arise if soldiers did
not follow the chain of command?

The FUSION Teaching
Essential 4-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

After discussion, say: To be an effective fighting force,
all soldiers must submit to the orders of their commanding officer. Today we will see why submission is
an important concept for followers of Christ.
Option 2: Begin by asking your learners to list positions of authority in our culture. Examples would be
police, teachers, flight attendants, governors, coaches, etc. Ask why it is important for citizens to submit to those authorities. After discussion, say: People
hold various positions of authority in our society. Today we will see why submission to such authorities is
important for followers of Christ.

FTE 4-1

LG

Study the Word

TEACHING TIP:
Use well crafted questions and
discussion to help
learners discover
for themselves what
the Bible teaches.
Learners retain more
when they discover
for themselves rather
than just being told
what the Bible says.
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People had witnessed both the glory and the dishonor of the great city of Rome under the rule of Nero.
The challenge for believers, as it is today, was how to
live as Christians in a society and government that
was in many cases anti-Christian. Paul could speak
with both sympathy and authority on this challenging topic.

Believers Submit to Those in
Authority Unless It Means
Disobeying God
(Romans 13:1-7)

Paul first reminded his readers that having a heavenly citizenship did not free them from earthly obligations and authority. He began by expressing that
all people are to submit to the governing authorities.
This responsibility is for non-Christian and Christian alike. At its root, the term submit or be subject
to was a military term speaking of soldiers arranged
in order under a superior.
Paul also affirmed in verse 1 that God is the
source of all authority. He instituted civil authority
and He places governing leaders in their positions, a
truth established in passages such as Daniel 4:17, 25
and John 19:11. It is important to note, however, that
God’s establishment of government does not mean
that He approves of evil and corrupt regimes.
Believers are to submit to these authorities, recognizing the authority they have over the citizenry. The
only exception would be directives that would cause
us to disobey God. The logical conclusion to such
teaching is that those who oppose authorities are opposing God and placing themselves under judgment
(verse 2). The judgment spoken of here likely referred
to a judicial sentence from a magistrate or punishment from other governing authorities. Some commentators, however, take this admonition to refer to
a divine judgment from God.

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 4-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

FTE 4-2

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Because God is the Sovereign Lord of all, we are to
submit to His authority in all things. Submitting
to earthly authority illustrates this truth.
Paul also challenged his readers to submit to
authority in order to be free from danger and
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punishment. He affirmed that authorities have been
given the responsibility to enforce the law and exact punishment on crime and criminals. They keep
order (verses 3-4). And no matter how bad the government may be, as a general rule, they oppose lawlessness. For instance, killing, stealing, and abuse
are viewed as wrong in nearly every administration.
Believers submit to the authority of the government
not only to receive the “approval” of the government,
but more importantly because it is God’s servant for
good. The “sword” of verse 4 refers to the government’s authority to punish, even if by death. Those
who are doing what is good and right generally have
no cause for worry. On the other hand, those who
do wrong should be afraid of the authorities and the
judgment they can bring.

DIG DEEPER:
This passage outlines the righteous justification
of law enforcement and military for carrying
out their lawful duties. As agents of the Godordained government, even when taking a life,
they are operating under the authority of God to
punish evildoers.
Another reason for submitting to authorities is to
keep from violating one’s conscience (verse 5). We
are to pay taxes and give respect and honor to those
in authority because God appointed them. By doing
so we keep a clear conscience before God and men.
The challenge arises when the government conflicts with one’s conscience. How then should one
respond? When this happened in the early church,
Peter and John asserted that their obedience was first
and foremost to God, and not to man (Acts 5:29).
When the authorities do not directly violate God’s
Word, however, one should obey their directives and
thus keep a clear conscience. In verse 6, the apostle
viewed public officials (government) as God’s servants because their authority comes from Him.
40 • FUSION Teaching Guide

Having established the necessity and validity of
the government, Paul gave a series of commands
in verse 7 which illustrate practical response to the
government. This response is portrayed in four specific things a believer should “pay”: taxes, revenue,
respect, and honor. Especially noteworthy was the
apostle’s mention of taxes considering the fact that
taxes helped fund Roman armies that did evil while
also maintaining order. Regardless, Paul saw the
government as an agency that could be used by God
and should be recognized as such. Thus, every government official is also “owed” honor and respect,
even if only for the position in which they serve.

DIG DEEPER:
Under what circumstances should a believer
choose not to obey human authority? This is a
frequently discussed topic, especially in a day in
which there is such disdain for the government
and for politicians in general. This would have
been a popular question during Paul’s day under the rule of Nero, one of the world’s most vile
and anti-Christian leaders ever. While many of
the readers may have expected Paul to encourage resistance to the government, he actually did
the opposite and provided a framework for living in a hostile environment. This started with
the believer submitting to the authorities. How
then does this compare to Acts 4:19 and 5:29?
These perceived “opposing passages” provide a
framework in which believers can answer this
question.
• Christians can and should resist a government that compels or commands evil.
(Note: this is different from a government
that supports or encourages evil.) When
this happens, however, Christians should
pray and work in a nonviolent fashion to
change such a government. Sometimes this
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•

•

•

•

requires God-fearing people to be voted
into office.
Disobedience to the laws of the land is permitted only when the laws or commands
are in direct violation of the law of God,
as given in Scripture. This does not include
preferences (as good as they may be) or
mere opposition to a particular political
party.
If and when the time comes for a believer to disobey or stand against government
orders, he or she must accept that government’s punishment for his or her actions.
In other words, one must be willing to pay
the price just as Paul, Peter, John, Stephen,
and many others were willing to do for the
sake of the gospel.
Believers are permitted and encouraged to
work to elect and install new government
leaders within the laws that have already
been established, with the intent of “rescuing” the government from itself.
Believers, regardless of party affiliation or
personal preference, are commanded to
pray for those in authority. After all, it is
God who can intervene and change any
ungodly path that is being pursued or use
“bad” leaders to accomplish His purpose.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Give proper respect and obedience to those in positions of authority.
• What does it mean to submit to those in positions of authority? (Obey their directives and
laws; show proper respect; pay taxes; etc.)
• When should a believer choose not to obey human authority? (When it would mean directly
violating God’s Word.)
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Believers Fulfill God’s Law by
Showing Love to Others
(Romans 13:8-10)

Here, Paul moved from the impersonal concept of
government agencies and authority to a more personal motivation—love for people. Paul reminded
his readers that the law of love is the primary law
for the believer to submit to. We are called to love all
people, especially other believers (verse 8). This is the
basic principle of the Christian life and was the new
commandment given by Jesus to His disciples (John
13:34).
The principle of verse 8 is quite simple: if people
simply loved others as they should, there would be
no need for any other laws. The fulfillment of this
single law would not only guide and govern one’s
attitudes and actions toward government officials,
but also toward all people. Truly loving others would
cause us to keep all of God’s commands regarding
our relations with other people (verses 9-10). Paul
had encouraged his readers to pay what was due in
relation to money, taxes, and honor. Now he extended that obligation to love.
In support of this principle, he listed several of
the Ten Commandments that deal with interpersonal relationships in an attempt to encourage love for
one another. You shall not:
• Commit adultery—any sexual activity outside
the bonds of marriage. No other sin practiced
widely is as devastating as sexual sin. Love
causes one to have more respect for others than
to sin against them in this way.
• Kill or murder—It goes without saying that
our love for others will cause us to have the
highest regard for their safety and well-being.
Note: Jesus taught a connection between hatred and murder in Matthew 5:21-22.
• Steal—the unlawful taking of others’ personal
property. At its core, this command demands
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respect for the property or possessions of others.
• Covet—speaks to an obsession or strong desire
that would compel an individual to violate another person’s property. This is not a blanket
condemnation of a desire to possess or collect
things.
The implication of these verses is clear. Who
would dare steal from someone they truly love? Who
would injure a person they truly love? In summary,
Paul said love does no harm to a neighbor because
one is too busy seeking his neighbor’s good (verse 10).

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Choose to show love to everyone you come in contact with.
• How does showing love to others fulfill God’s
Law? (Showing love means we treat others as
the Law instructs us to.)
• In what practical ways can we demonstrate this
type of love to others this week? (Befriend those
who are not always friendly; meet someone’s
specific need; forgive someone who wronged
us; etc.)

Believers Display the Character and Lifestyle of Christ
(Romans 13:11-14)

The love presented in the previous verses is always
good and expected from those who follow Christ.
It is especially important, however, when considering the times in which we live (verse 11). This was a
reference to the last days and the second coming of
Christ. “Salvation” speaks of ultimate or final salvation that is realized in eternity. Being aware of these
factors, believers are to “wake up” from their slumber or their lethargic, lazy Christianity.
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Understanding that we are living in the “last days”
calls the believer to some specific actions (verses 1214). The night of verse 12 characterized the age in
which we now live while the day referred to the time
of the return of Christ. Although believers currently live in the night, they are to cast off the works of
darkness. Examples of these sinful deeds are given
in verse 13 and in passages such as Galatians 5:19-21
and 1 Peter 4:3.
Having removed the works of darkness, the believer is then to equip him or herself with the armor
of light. Because Christians are engaged in a daily
spiritual warfare, they must be equipped and ready
for battle. This equipping is spelled out in detail
in passages such as Ephesians 6:10-17. The armor
of light is a unique expression, however. Because
well-meaning and well-defined Christian behavior is
often equated as being in the light, it appears Paul is
encouraging a shedding of evil deeds and replacing
them with Christ-honoring works that will invade
the darkness. For other examples of the Christian
life as synonymous with light, see Ephesians 5:8, Colossians 1:12, and 1 John 1:7.
In summary, Christ-followers are to live honestly
and properly, or in a becoming way (verse 13). Again,
Paul admonished believers to rid themselves of the
deeds of darkness and to put on the Lord Jesus Christ.
The implication is that the attitudes of rebellion and
disobedience have their origin in the works of darkness. Rather we are to live in the example and spirit
of Christ who not only was light, but also yielded His
life to the authorities of His day. In living this way,
believers are to give no thought to how to gratify or
fulfill the evil desires of the sinful nature.

The Parent Page
(PP-4) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their
children or grandchildren at home. Give or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

PP-4

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that our constant need to put off what
is sinful and put on what is Christ-like demonstrates we are engaged in a spiritual warfare.
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APPLY IT

SG

LG

Put off sin and do what Christ would do.
• What steps could we take to help us put off any
sinful attitudes and actions we struggle with?
(Confess the sin and ask God to help you to
turn away from it; find someone who will hold
you accountable in this area and check on you
and encourage you; memorize Scripture that
deals with those attitudes or actions; etc.)
• How would Christ conduct Himself in our culture? What would it look like?

SG

LG

Live It

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.

FTE 4-3
Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 4-3
(“Submission in Action”) to help your group members think about ways God calls us to submit and
how they can put submission into action this week.
Option 2: Ask your learners to choose one person
to whom they will demonstrate an intentional act
of love this week in Christ’s name. This could be a
family member, neighbor, church member, member
of their community, or even an enemy. Encourage
them to choose a way to show love to this person this
week and to follow through.
Option 3: Ask the following:
• What sinful attitude or action do you need to
more fully put off this week? What steps will you
take to do so?
• What characteristic of Christ do you need to
more fully put on this week? What steps will you
take to do so?

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 5-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 5-2

(student outline)

q FTE 5-3
(handout)

q PP-5

(Parent Page)
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TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 5

Choosing Love
FAMILY THEME
Surrendering Our Rights

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners choose to live in harmony
with other believers, accepting one
another and putting others ahead
of ourselves.

STUDY TEXT
Romans 14:1—15:7

Key Truths

•	Believers Leave Judgment to God in Matters Not Clearly Spelled Out
in Scripture.
•	Believers Consider Others’ Spiritual Well-Being as More Important
Than Their Own Rights.
•	
Believers Follow Christ’s Example by Placing Others’ Interests
Ahead of Their Own.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to review the names and order of the first 17 books
of the New Testament this week and to work with family members to
do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 5-2
student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

In this section of his letter to the believers in Rome, written around AD
57, Paul dealt with how we should treat each other when we disagree
over non-essentials.
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LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin by asking your learners how people
in our culture tend to treat or respond to people who
voice an opinion that is different from theirs. What
are some examples of this? How does this show up
on social media? After discussion, say: Many people
today seem to have no tolerance for others who have
differing opinions. Today we will see how believers
should treat others when their opinions differ on matters not clearly spelled out in Scripture.

Use one of the Get
Started options to
capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching
Essential 5-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Begin by asking learners to share when
they have seen people divided over what most would
consider to be a minor issue. What was the issue?
What problems did this cause? After discussion, say:
It is unfortunate to see people divided over minor issues. Today we will see how God wants believers to
respond to each other when we disagree over things
not clearly spelled out in Scripture.

FTE 5-1

LG

Study the Word

TEACHING TIP:
Develop a sense
of urgency in your
teaching. Understand
how important it is
for your learners to
know and practice
the truths of Scripture, and convey
that urgency in your
teaching. Let your
passion and enthusiasm show!

Knowing that interpersonal relationships among
believers involve special problems and require deliberate action, Paul used chapter 14 to address how
believers should handle disagreements with one another.

Believers Leave Judgment to
God in Matters Not Clearly
Spelled Out in Scripture
(Romans 14:1-12)

In this passage Paul dealt with disputes between believers that had the potential to create division in the
48 • FUSION Teaching Guide

church. These disputes did not center around major
beliefs or doctrine related to salvation, but rather
around people’s convictions concerning certain debatable matters. Paul identified those on one side of
the disputes as the weak (verse 1) and those on the
other side as the strong (15:1).
Those Paul deemed weak were those who were not
firmly established in the faith and did not feel the
freedom to eat certain foods such as meat, while others believed they could eat anything (verse 2). Unless
God personally convicted them of such eating, there
were no restrictions. The weak in faith likely referred
to Christians who remained committed to observing
certain aspects of the Law, especially those that dealt
with diet and specific holy days. This dispute had led
to quarreling, disunity, and unfair judgments. Instead of arguing with one another, Paul instructed
them to accept each other without passing judgment.
The one who felt the freedom to eat was despising
or looking down on the one who chose to abstain
(verse 3). The one who chose to abstain was criticizing the one who felt free to eat. Each was putting
himself in a position reserved only for God. Meanwhile, God welcomed all who believed, regardless of
their stance on this particular issue. Verse 4 contains
a rhetorical question that further supports the notion that it is God, and God alone, who is to judge. It
is God’s power that enables one to stand in the Judgment, not as a result of eating or not eating, but solely because of the work of Christ on his or her behalf.

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 5-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

FTE 5-2

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that Jesus Christ is the Sovereign Lord
of all. Judgment should be left to Him in matters
not clearly spelled out in Scripture. Encourage
parents and grandparents to discuss this key
truth at home.
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In addition to disagreements over certain foods
and beverages, some felt they should observe certain
special days such as the Sabbath, Jewish festivals,
and the new moon. Others, however, did not (verse
5). Neither position was explicitly right or wrong,
and Paul simply taught that each should examine his
own heart to determine how he felt the Lord would
have him respond. After all, both positions, when
done with the right heart and motive, could be used
to honor the Lord (verse 6).

DIG DEEPER:
Why was eating some foods and observing certain days such an issue in the church? To begin
with, many Jews still adhered to strict food regulations in accordance with the Law even after
their conversion. Some would go so far as to
avoid or end fellowship with those who did not
adhere to the same strictness. While the reason
for some of them being vegetarians is uncertain,
many scholars believe the possible offering of
the meat to idols led these devout Jews to avoid
anything that could be misconstrued or tainted
by another’s sin. Other scholars perceive such
dietary regulations to be certain ascetic practices adapted from pagan religions. Paganism
and idolatry taught that strictness in such areas
would demonstrate your belief and commitment
to the “gods.” For Paul, the foods themselves
were neutral. The problem was not in keeping
such regulations. The issue was regarding the
expectations and regulations that these same individuals would try to place on other believers.
Further, for Paul, the observance of special days
such as the new moon and Jewish festivals was
another “disputable matter” that required toleration from each side. Some, however, wanted to
require the keeping of such days for everyone.
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In verses 7 and 8, the apostle pointed out that our
lives are not our own. We belong to the Lord and
should seek to honor Him in the way we live and even
in the way we die. The apostle’s mention of Jesus and
His resurrection in verse 9 would serve to remind
the dissenting parties that Christ’s death was for all,
regardless of which side of the issue they chose.
Paul asked more rhetorical questions in verse 10
regarding their judgment of one another. The truth
was clear; everyone will stand before the judgment
seat of God and God alone. To further illustrate this
reality, Paul used Isaiah 49:18 and Isaiah 45:23 to remind readers that every person will one day bow and
give an account of his or her life to God (and not to
one another).

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Respect and accept believers who have differing
opinions about disputable matters.
• What are some debatable matters that cause
disputes and division in churches? (The timing
of end-time events; hair and clothing styles;
styles of music used in worship; etc.)
• What does it mean to accept believers who have
different opinions about matters not spelled
out in Scripture? (Don’t look down on or judge
them; respect them; agree to disagree; treat
them lovingly; etc.)

Believers Consider Others’
Spiritual Well-Being as
More Important Than
Their Own Rights
(Romans 14:13-23)

The opening sentence of verse 13 provides both a
conclusion to verses 1 through 12 and an introducLesson 5: Choosing Love • 51

tion to verse 14. Paul challenged his readers to make
every effort to build up one another spiritually, being
careful not to cause others to stumble in their walk
with God. The apostle encouraged them to remember that the practices one feels free to enjoy are not
the main issue, but rather to live in a way that does
not cause spiritual damage to a fellow believer.
Verse 14 also reveals Paul’s conviction that there
is no food or special day that is holy or unholy in
and of itself. For the individual, however, whose
conscience renders something unclean, it is unclean
(verse 14). The moment another believer stops giving thought to others and their personal convictions,
they stop acting in love. And further, lest they act in
judgment toward that “weaker brother,” they should
remember that Christ died for both the strong and
the weak (verse 15). In the spirit of love, we are to
promote one another’s spiritual good and not just
our own desires or agenda.
It is important that we make choices and decisions
that work to strengthen and build up others. When
Christ-followers parade liberty in front of those who
may disagree with them, the actions will be viewed
as wrong. It is not enough to act according to one’s
conscience, one must also do it in a way that will not
be misunderstood (verse 16). In verses 17-18, Paul
appealed to the kingdom values of righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit as the things that
bring honor to God and strengthen human relationships. After all, the kingdom of God is not merely a
matter of eating and drinking.
Believers are to follow the guidance of the Holy
Spirit when deciding about matters not spelled out
in Scripture. Even when we feel the freedom to make
certain choices, we should watch out for the welfare of our fellow believers who do not enjoy that
freedom. Paul warned the believers one final time
of the danger of allowing issues such as food and
drink to divide believers. He asserted that such division would destroy or tear down the work of God
(verse 20). The “strong” should never try to influ52 • FUSION Teaching Guide

ence the weak to violate his or her conscience. It is
disobedience to do what one “thinks” is wrong.
It would be better for the strong to avoid eating or
drinking certain foods and beverages if doing so
could cause the weak to stumble (verse 21).
The real issue for Paul was the believer’s faith
(verses 22-23). While he was not asking the strong to
give up his meat, he did want him to recognize that
faith and one’s response to it is what truly matters.
After all, whatever (eating or not eating) is not done
out of faith is sin. For help in determining whether or not we should participate in certain practices
that are not clearly dealt with in Scripture, see bit.ly/
LibertyPrinciples.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Avoid doing things that might cause others to
stumble in their faith.
• Is it possible for something to be wrong for one
believer but all right for another? Explain your
answer. (One with less understanding of spiritual principles may consider something as
wrong while a more established believer understands that behavior to be acceptable.)
• How can our actions cause other believers to
stumble in their faith? (Seeing us do something
they feel is wrong might cause them to doubt or
tempt them to do what they feel is not right; etc.)

Believers Follow Christ’s
Example by Placing Others’
Interests Ahead of Their Own
(Romans 15:1-7)

In verse 1 of chapter 15, the apostle identified himself as one of the “strong” or those established in the
faith. It is the obligation of the strong to bear with or
endure with those who are “weak,” or not as firmly
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established in their faith. This bearing with means
patiently putting up with and supporting those who
are weaker in the faith. The strong are not to act only
out of selfish pleasure or personal tastes. The strong
or established believer’s aim should be to conduct
him or herself in such a way as to help in the building up of others, the opposite of putting a stumbling
block in their way (verse 2).
Paul urged believers to please others, following
Christ’s example of putting the needs of others ahead
of His own (verse 3). This expression of love was to
be expressed in serving one another. In the greatest
example ever, Jesus was willing to endure shame and
humiliation for the benefit of those who would put
their trust in Him and for the glory of the Father.
Christ never misused His freedom to take advantage
of others but instead always used it to serve others.
What a difference it would make if believers lived
and sacrificed in the same way.
Whatever was written was a reference to the
whole of the Old Testament Scriptures (verse 4). For
Paul and fellow believers, the Scriptures served as a
source of both instruction and encouragement. As
believers learn from the past, they are motivated to
endure and be comforted in the present, with anticipation of the future.
Knowing that endurance and encouragement
comes from God, Paul prayed for the Roman believers (verses 5-6). He prayed specifically that God
would give his readers a spirit of unity as they followed Christ together, a type of harmony that transcends the differences he had been addressing. It is
an accord that will occur in spite of the differences.
This type of harmony also enables both “sides” to
come together with one mind and one heart to glorify God.
Now that Paul had put the issues in their proper perspective, encouraged them toward unity in
spite of these differences, and prayed for the same,
the apostle one last time encouraged both parties
to accept one another in unity (verse 7). This can be
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accomplished in the same way Christ was willing to
receive each of us. When believers think about how
Christ received us, it becomes a small matter for us
to choose to receive each other in spite of our differences.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Seek to build up others rather than just pleasing
self.
• What are some examples of building up others
rather than pleasing self? (Accepting certain
changes because it will help reach the next
generation for Christ; choosing not to do certain things because some others do not feel
comfortable doing those things; etc.)
• Why does it glorify God for Christians to live
in harmony? (That is not natural behavior for
those in the world; it shows the difference
knowing God makes; etc.)

The Parent Page
(PP-5) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

PP-5

Live It
Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 5-3
(“When Opinions Differ”) to help group members
think about how we should handle situations when
we differ with other believers about matters not
clearly spelled out in Scripture. Discuss learner’s answers and encourage them to put one or more principles in action this week if needed.

SG

LG

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.

FTE 5-3
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Option 2: Ask and discuss the following:
• What are some disputable issues that can cause
division if not handled as the Lord directs in Romans 14?
• Think of a believer who participates in something you do not feel comfortable doing. How
can you love and accept that person this week?
• Think of a believer who does not think it is right
to participate in something you feel free to enjoy. How can you love and accept that person
this week?

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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Option 3: Ask your learners to think of one way
they could put someone else’s interests ahead of their
own. Encourage them to do so this week.

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 6-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 6-2

(student outline)

q FTE 6-4
(handout)

q PP-6

(Parent Page)

q FTE 6-3
(poster)

April 10, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 6

He Took Our Place
FAMILY THEME
The Crucified Christ

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners will trust in Christ’s sacrifice and live for Him in appreciation
for what He has done for us.

STUDY TEXT
Matthew 27:11-54

Key Truths:

• Jesus, Who Had No Sin, Paid the Penalty for Our Sins.
• Jesus’ Crucifixion Made a Relationship With God Possible.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to memorize Philippians 2:10-11 this week and to
work with family members to do so as well. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 6-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

This lesson shows us how Christ died on the cross to pay the penalty
for every person’s sin. The entire Old Testament looked forward to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and the New Testament described
His life, death, and resurrection and how this good news began to be
taken to all people.
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Get Started
Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to list actions we see around us that demonstrate love. Examples might be holding hands, taking food to someone
who is sick, going with another person’s preferences
over your own, etc. After discussion, say: There are
many ways we can show love to others. Today we
will study the greatest act of love the world has ever
known.

Choose one of the
Get Started options
to capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching
Essential 6-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Ask your group members to give examples from books, movies, or television where a character was framed for murder or got blamed for something he or she did not do. Maybe this has actually
happened to some of your learners. After discussion,
say: Being blamed for something we did not do is very
common in fiction and sometimes in real life. Today
we will see how Christ voluntarily took the blame for
something He did not do.

FTE 6-1

LG

Study the Word

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 6-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

The Lord’s repeated encounters with the religious
leaders finally came to a head. They handed Jesus
over to Pilate hoping the Romans would put Him
to death. This trial took place outside the governor’s
residence in a public place for everyone to witness.

Jesus, Who Had No Sin,
Paid the Penalty for Our Sins
(Matthew 27:11-26 )

FTE 6-2
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According to Luke’s account, the religious leaders accused Jesus of three crimes (Luke 23:2). They
claimed He was guilty of misleading the nation,

forbidding the payment of taxes, and claiming to
be a king. It was regarding these three charges, and
specifically the third one, that Pilate questioned the
Lord. Pilate knew his handling of this matter would
impact his political future.
Pilate’s first question is recorded in verse 11, Are
you the king of the Jews? This was an important inquiry since the Roman government did not permit
political rivals. The Lord’s answer to Pilate was affirmative, yet not in the sense that Pilate was expecting. In fact, on the surface, Jesus’ response may seem
confusing. John’s gospel (18:33-37), however, provides more specifics regarding the type of kingdom
Jesus was establishing. Note the differences between
what He said and what the religious leaders were
accusing Him of. Pilate realized that Jesus was no
threat to the Roman regime and sought to let Him
go. The chief priests and elders would not accept
this, however, and they continued questioning the
Lord in verse 12. This time He gave no answer. Pilate could not understand why the Lord continued to
stand there in silence, not saying a word in His own
defense (verses 13-14).
In verse 15, the reader is introduced to a custom
of the day in which the governing authorities, in an
act of good will toward the people, would release one
prisoner of the crowd’s choosing. Scholars believe
Pilate offered this hoping the people would request
that Jesus be set free. In Pilate’s mind, Jesus was an
innocent man. Further, Pilate’s wife had warned him
not to have anything to do with Jesus because of a
dream she had earlier in the day (verse 19).
Pilate’s plan backfired as the people shouted to
free Barabbas, the insurrectionist and murderer
(verses 16-17). The people’s request came at the coercion of the chief priests and elders, the avowed
enemies of Christ (verse 20). There is little question
that Pilate underestimated the power and sway of
these religious leaders. After their demands to free
Barabbas, Pilate asked what to do with Jesus and the
crowds shouted, Crucify Him! The Greek text shows

TEACHING TIP:
Go beyond dispensing information in
your teaching. Encourage your learners
to actively build their
lives around the
truths of Scripture
you discover together.

Lesson 6: He Took Our Place • 59

their response to be a mere one-word response, Crucify. This demand puzzled Pilate and he questioned
the reason for their wish, only to hear them shout
even more, Crucify (verse 23).
Pilate realized that he was fighting a losing battle
and John’s gospel (19:12) reports that the Jews threatened to report Pilate to Caesar. Pilate then washed
his hands, a gesture symbolizing his innocence in
the matter, and released Barabbas to them just as
they had demanded (verses 24-26). The Jews readily
accepted any blame that would come their way. Jesus
was then scourged or flogged, and delivered to the
soldiers to be crucified.

DIG DEEPER:
The act of scourging typically involved a victim being tied to a post and then whipped with
leather straps with bone, rocks, and other sharp
debris attached. This served to bruise the body
and shred the flesh, sometimes exposing bones
and organs. This could be given as a stand-alone
punishment, or as a preparation for execution.
The victims sometimes died from this horrific
act itself.
The people’s response in verse 25 is most compelling as they stated, His blood be on us and on our
children. What a brash statement! In a broader sense,
this was true in that Christ died innocently for all
guilty humanity (Isaiah 53:3-8). Perhaps the release
of the wicked Barabbas so that Jesus could take his
place alluded to that truth. Jesus’s innocence was
also highlighted by His silence when charged, by
Pilate’s wife’s dream, and by Pilate’s clear statement
that he could find no fault with Him.
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APPLY IT

SG

Display the FTE 6-3
(“He Took Our Place”)
poster.

LG

Love and serve Jesus because He paid the penalty
we deserved.
• Why is Jesus’ crucifixion the greatest demonstration of love ever given? (God Himself gave
His life for us; He died for us when we were His
enemies; etc.)
• How can we express our gratitude for Jesus’ suffering and dying for us? (Love Him; submit our
lives to Him; obey His Word; seek to please
Him in all we do.)

FTE 6-3

Jesus’ Crucifixion Made a
Relationship With God
Possible
(Matthew 27:27-54)

While verses 27-31 contain some very tense and
painful moments, the mockery of Jesus was the
main focus. Crucifixion was the most embarrassing
and painful way to die. Picture the scene—a group
of Gentile soldiers mocking a Jewish “king” wearing
a dark, violet-red cloak as an imperial robe, holding a stick as a scepter and bearing a crown made
of thorns. At this point, they do something that no
subject would ever do to a king—they spat on him
and struck Him repeatedly on the head. They then
led the Lord away to be crucified among the thieves.
Amazingly, Jesus took all this pain, humiliation, and
mockery, without uttering a word or fighting back.
John’s account informs us that Jesus started out
carrying His own cross (John 19:17). However, being weak from the beatings and loss of blood, Jesus
apparently was unable to carry the cross all the way
to the site of crucifixion, as was the custom for criminals (verse 32). In an act of mercy or impatience on
the part of the Roman soldier, a Jewish man named
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Simon, likely in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover,
was forced to carry the cross the rest of the way. This
could only happen because the Romans had the legal
right to make such demands. Touching the bloody
cross would have rendered Simon “unclean” and
therefore unfit to celebrate the Passover.
Golgotha, in Aramaic, literally means “place of
the skull,” possibly because the features of the hill
resembled a skull (verse 33). At that point the Lord
was offered a painkilling drink, and in spite of the
fact that it would have eased the pain, He refused.
Matthew did not share many of the gory details of
Jesus’ death, stating only “they crucified him” (verse
35). Because Roman law permitted the seizure of any
items left behind by criminals, the soldiers divided
his garments among themselves as was prophesied
in Psalm 22:18.
Although the accusation that was posted above
the head of Jesus (verse 37) was intended as mockery, it pointed to a reality. The thieves on the other
crosses served not only as factual markers, but also
as a fulfillment of prophecy (Isaiah 53:12). In verses
39-44, the insults, mockery, and derision continued
(Psalm 22:7-8) from passersby, religious leaders, soldiers, and even the men who were on the crosses beside the Lord.
After this mockery, darkness covered the land at
noon (verse 45). It was then that Jesus could bear the
agony no longer and cried out, My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me? quoting Psalm 22:1. Jesus now
sensed a separation from the Father that He had never experienced before and that He would never know
again. He was now bearing in His body the sins of
the world and was suffering on our behalf (verse
46). For the infinite, eternal Son of God, even such
a brief separation would have been greater suffering
than could have been experienced by all of finite humanity for eternity. In verse 48, someone attempted
to moisten Jesus’ parched lips by putting wine vinegar, a common drink among the Roman soldiers,
on a sponge and lifting it up with a reed. This again
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fulfilled prophecy—Psalm 69:21. In verse 50, Jesus
cried out one last time, likely It is finished as recorded in John 19:30, and then yielded up His life and
died.
The term excruciating is derived from crucify. Jesus was stripped nearly naked, beaten, mocked, insulted, jeered at, and in the end, even abandoned by
God. There could have been no worse way to die. He
endured humanity’s abuse in a mental, physical, and
emotional sense, and God turned His back on Him
in order to punish sin, causing a spiritual suffering
unimaginable to us.

DIG DEEPER:
Many skeptics and some religious groups such
as Muslims deny that Jesus actually died on the
cross. They posit such theories as “the swoon
theory” and the theory that someone else actually died in Jesus’ place. The Gospel writers
are unanimous, however, in attesting that Jesus
Himself hung on the cross and, after suffering
enormous torture and abuse, died. The apostle
Paul affirmed that Jesus was buried, attesting to
the actual death of the Lord. Consider the following pieces of evidence affirming the fact that
Jesus literally died a physical death.
• Jesus predicted His own death (Matthew
16:21).
• There were numerous witnesses to Jesus’
death (Matthew 27:54-56; John 19:26).
• The Romans were very careful to eliminate
the possibility of anyone living through
crucifixion.
• Medical evidence, both biblical and extrabiblical, supports the fact that Jesus died.
(See The Journal of the American Medical
Association article at bit.ly/JAMA-Jesus).
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• The Roman soldiers, experts in the field of
crucifixion and death, confirmed that Jesus was dead (John 19:32-34).
For more information about other false theories of Jesus’ death and resurrection and appropriate response and refutation see, bit.ly/FalseTheoriesRefuted.
At the time of Jesus’ death, three significant
events occurred. First, the veil or curtain of the Temple was torn in half from top to bottom (verse 51).
This curtain separated the Holy Place in the Temple
from the Most Holy Place. Only the high priest could
go beyond that curtain, on the Day of Atonement,
on behalf of Israel. The veil of the Temple ripping (a
huge, thick curtain) was an unmistakable sign that
Jesus’ death made it possible for the barrier between
a holy God and sinful humanity to be removed. We
can now come into God’s presence through Christ.
There is no more separation from the holy of holies,
into which only the high priest could go. Everything
changed at the moment Christ died.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
The tearing of the Temple curtain illustrates how
we now have access to the Father because He offers salvation and forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ. Encourage parents and grandparents
to discuss this key truth at home.
Second, an earthquake occurred, one that was
strong enough to split rocks. This was one more
piece of evidence illustrating the magnitude of the
Crucifixion and how all of creation was affected. It
is believed by many commentators that this was a
sign of God’s power and judgment. Third, there was
an event mentioned only by Matthew in which the
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tombs of many righteous people were opened (verses 52-53). These righteous people were believed to be
Old Testament saints and according to verse 53, after
Jesus’ resurrection, they appeared to many people.
These saints may have been raised in mortal bodies,
as was Lazarus (John 11) and then died again sometime later, or they could have been raised with transformed bodies and then ascended to Heaven. While
scholars debate the details, it was definitely a demonstration of God’s resurrecting power.
As a consequence of these events, a Roman centurion and other Roman guards were filled with awe
and amazement (verse 55). They acknowledged that
Jesus was truly the Son of God. Being Gentiles, they
may not have had a total understanding of the title
they were ascribing to Jesus. Interestingly, however, these Gentiles recognized Jesus for who He was
when most of Jesus’ own people did not.

APPLY IT

SG

The Parent Page
(PP-6) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

LG

Walk in a close, personal relationship with God
and tell others what Jesus did for them.

PP-6

• Why is there a barrier between the lost and
God? (God will not tolerate sin, and we have all
sinned. That sin prevents the lost from knowing God and experiencing relationship with
Him.)
• How did Jesus’ death on the cross make it possible for the barrier between the lost and God
to be removed? (Jesus paid the penalty for our
sins, making it possible for our sins to be forgiven and for us to have His righteousness
when we trust in Him.)
• What activities help us walk in a close relationship with God? (Spend time with Him in Scripture and prayer; follow the prompting of His
Spirit; sense His presence all through the day;
etc.)
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SG

LG

Live It

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Ask your learners to think of three ways
they can show appreciation to Jesus for what He did
for them on the cross. Encourage them to put these
three steps into practice this week.
Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 6-4
(“Crucified for Me”) to help your learners consider
all Christ did for them on the cross and thank Him.
Encourage them to thank Him each day this week
and to share with family, friends, and coworkers
what Jesus did for them.

FTE 6-4
Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:
• What will you do this week to walk in close relationship with God?

(teaching outline)

q FTE 7-2

(student outline)

q FTE 7-3
(poster)

FAMILY THEME
The Risen Christ

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 7-1

April 17, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 7

Death Could
Not Hold Him
q FTE 7-4
(handout)

q FTE 7-5
(handout)

q PP-7

(Parent Page)

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners worship the risen Savior
and spread the good news, knowing there is solid evidence for the
Resurrection.

STUDY TEXT
Matthew 28:1-15

Key Truths

• The Empty Tomb Verifies That Christ Has Risen.
• Christ’s Physical Interactions With Others Verify That He Has Risen.
• Jewish Leaders Tried to Cover Up the Fact That Christ Has Risen.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What
happened after Jesus died and was buried? Answer: On the third day
Jesus rose from the grave, never to die again (Luke 24:1-8). This is
called the Resurrection. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on
the FTE 7-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

This lesson confirms that Christ was the Savior all the Old Testament
pointed to and that He lives to intercede for us and raise us to be with
Him forever.

67

SG

LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin by writing the following statement
on the marker board: Everything rises and falls on
leadership. Ask your learners what they think of this
statement by leadership expert John C. Maxwell.
Why is leadership crucial for any organization? After
discussion, say: In many ways, organizational success
rises and falls on leadership. Today, however, we will
see how our faith rises and falls on the truth of the
resurrection of Christ.

Choose one of the
Get Started options
to capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching
Essential 7-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Begin by asking your group members to
imagine they are in a courtroom, and the reality of
the resurrection of Christ is on trial. They have been
called to the witness stand and have been asked to
give testimony or evidence to prove the Resurrection
really occurred. What would they say? What proof
or evidence would they give? After discussion, say:
Although many in our culture doubt and dismiss the
resurrection of Christ, it is a key truth of our faith.
Today we will examine the events of the Resurrection
and evidence that supports it.

FTE 7-1

LG

Study the Word

TEACHING TIP:
Don’t be afraid to
tackle the tough
questions about the
Scriptures. Study to
find answers and help
your learners discover them as well.
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While chapter 27 ends on a sad and solemn note,
chapter 28 contains the greatest news ever told. One
can only imagine the fear, trepidation, and hurt that
the followers of Jesus were experiencing after the
Crucifixion. They felt they had lost everything. To
their surprise, however, Jesus’ tomb was empty.

The Empty Tomb Verifies That
Christ Has Risen
(Matthew 28:1-6)

Unlike the Jewish leaders, the women were broken
hearted and spent their Sabbath in sad anticipation
of the grim task they would face on the first day of
the week. From Matthew 27:61, we know that these
women were aware of where Jesus’ body had been
buried. In fact, from a distance they had watched as
Joseph and Nicodemus rolled the stone over the entrance to the tomb. Their purpose in returning to the
tomb, as we learn from Mark 16:1, was to anoint the
Lord’s body for burial, a typical custom of their day.
The women went to the tomb only to find the stone
had been rolled away by an angel.

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 7-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

FTE 7-2

DIG DEEPER
How many angels were actually at the tomb when
the women arrived? Skeptics claim Matthew and
Mark contradict Luke and John regarding the
number of angels present at the tomb. Is this
an actual contradiction or just different writers
focusing on different details? We should keep
in mind that each gospel account is very selective, with the writers focusing on certain details
and writing from their own perspective, background, etc. None would include all the details
of an event such as this. Luke and John report
that there were two angels present, while Matthew and Mark focused only on the one angel
that spoke.
While they were en route to the tomb, an earthquake occurred, the second in a three-day period
(verse 2). There was not only an earthquake when
Jesus died, but also when He arose. This particular
earthquake was in conjunction with the angel coming from Heaven and rolling the stone away from
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the entrance to the tomb. The angel’s appearance
was like lightning and his clothes were as white as
snow (verse 4). Seeing the angel caused great consternation among the Roman soldiers, so that they
trembled and fainted. This was a typical response to
witnessing divine encounters such as this (Genesis
28:12-17; Luke 1:11-12, 2:8-9).
In verses 5 and 6, the angel invited the women to
come see that Jesus’ body was no longer in the tomb.
The expression he has been raised is a passive verb,
indicating that the Resurrection was an act of God.
All this was precisely what Jesus had told His followers would happen. This first proof of His resurrection was significant considering how secure the
chief priests had made the tomb (Matthew 27:62-66).
No band of fisherman could have circumvented the
guard, broken the seal, and stealthily removed the
stone. From a human standpoint, this would have
been an impossible task.

DIG DEEPER
Each of the Gospels mentions the stone that was
set in place at the entrance to the tomb of Jesus.
Entrances to Jewish tombs were typically fairly small. A circular, wheel-shaped stone would
be rolled down into a groove or small trench
to cover and seal the entrance. Despite the fact
that the stone was very heavy, its design would
allow two men to move such a stone into place.
Removing it would have been much more difficult. Putting the stone in place would usually be
slightly downhill, while removing it would have
meant rolling it up out of the groove and uphill. This would have been virtually impossible
for a healthy man, much less one that had just
been tortured, beaten, and crucified. Further,
the notion that the disciples could have moved
such an object without being seen or heard by
at least one of the trained Roman soldiers is
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unimaginable. Another consideration was the
seal put in place by Pilate. This “sealing” involved stretching a cord across the stone and
then fastening it at either end with a sealing clay.
Anyone found tampering with or violating this
seal would then incur the wrath of the Roman
government.

APPLY IT

SG

Display the FTE 7-3
(“Death Defeated”)
poster to reinforce
the truth of this
lesson.

LG

Draw encouragement and hope from the fact that
Jesus’ tomb is empty.

FTE 7-3

• How does the empty tomb with the stone rolled
away affirm that Christ has risen from the
dead? (There is no way Jesus or the disciples
could have rolled the stone away with the tomb
secured under Roman guard; no one could
ever produce Jesus’ body; etc.)
• How is the resurrection of Christ a source of
encouragement and hope for believers? (It gives
us confidence we will rise to eternal life; assurance that Jesus is who He claimed to be and
that all He promised will come to pass; etc.)

Christ’s Physical Interactions
With Others Verify That He
Has Risen
(Matthew 28:7-10)

The angel then instructed the women to go and inform the disciples of the news of the Resurrection,
and that they would see the Lord in Galilee (verse
7). Again, these words matched and confirmed what
Jesus had told them before His crucifixion, even
though they did not understand at the time (Matthew 26:32).
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The women immediately obeyed and were ecstatic
about the news they had just heard (verse 8). At the
same time, because they could not understand all
the ramifications of what they had seen and heard,
they remained fearful. This combination of fear and
joy seems to be a logical combination in such unusual circumstances. Nonetheless, the women ran to tell
the disciples the good news.
As they hurried on their way, they encountered
the Lord (verse 9). Hearing His greeting, the women
immediately fell at the Lord’s feet and began to worship Him. Matthew’s mention of the women taking
hold of His feet is significant. This is one indicator
that Jesus actually arose from the dead in bodily
form and not only in spirit or in the minds of His
followers, as has often been suggested by skeptics.
By His appearance and joyful greeting, He eased
their fears and repeated the same message of “fear
not” they had previously heard from the angel (verse
10). He also repeated the instruction to go and tell
the disciples that He was alive. Interestingly, Jesus
referred to the disciples as His brothers. In spite of
the fact that they fled when He was arrested, He referred to them with a familial term of endearment
and respect. This term itself would have been very
reassuring to the disciples who likely felt much guilt
because of abandoning their Lord.
Jesus’ interaction with the women proved that
His body had not been stolen. In a society in which
women were often viewed as second-class citizens,
the fact that Jesus appeared to them first and that
their accounts are so prominent is striking; it actually lends much credibility to the Gospel accounts.
The gospel writers would not have depicted Christ
appearing first to women if they had simply made up
their accounts. They would have chosen men whose
testimony would have had more credibility. Other
accounts show that He appeared to many others as
well, including the other disciples, James, Paul, and
more than five hundred people at once (1 Corinthians 15:3-8). He even ate fish and showed His scars
72 • FUSION Teaching Guide

from the nails and the spear. The women had no
doubt it was Jesus and worshiped at His feet before
going to tell the others.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Worship Christ and tell others about the events of
the Resurrection.
• Imagine you were there that morning. What
emotions would you have felt? How would you
have reacted?
• What details would you include when telling
someone why you have confidence that Christ
rose from the dead?

Jewish Leaders Tried to Cover
Up the Fact That Christ Has
Risen
(Matthew 28:11-15)

While the women were hurrying to spread the good
news of the Resurrection, another group was at work
to counteract the truth. Having heard from the soldiers what had happened at the tomb, the religious
leaders gave a large sum of money to the soldiers and
ordered them to propagate a story that the disciples
came in the night and stole the body of Jesus (verse
13).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that attempts to cover-up and explain
away the Resurrection illustrate that we are engaged in a spiritual warfare. Encourage parents
and grandparents to discuss this key truth at
home.
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The Parent Page
(PP-7) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

PP-7

This cover-up is implausible for several reasons.
First, the idea that every member of the Roman
guard fell asleep during this overnight shift would
be very unlikely. This is the case, not just because
of the size of the Roman guard, but also in light of
the fact that this kind of dereliction of duty could
cost them their lives. Second, the possibility of all
the guards sleeping through the disciples’ efforts to
move such a large stone is far-fetched, at best. Third,
if they were asleep so soundly, how could they know
what happened and who was responsible for taking
the body of Jesus?
Regardless of how unlikely the story was, the religious leaders promised the guards they would convince the governor to accept their story and keep
them out of trouble (verse 14). This promise must
have been a relief to the soldiers. They took the money offered to them and did exactly as they were told
(verse 15). Matthew then recorded that this story continued to be circulated in his day, and history says
that the same story was being used well into the second century to discredit the fact of the Resurrection.
In spite of everything Jesus’s enemies tried—
to secure the tomb, to lie about what happened, to
frighten his followers—nothing kept this news from
spreading globally. The fact that the message did not
die at the hands of those with power, but instead was
radically communicated by those without power,
testifies to its veracity.

DIG DEEPER
Some question how Jesus could have been in the
tomb for three days and still be resurrected on
Sunday. The Jews calculated the Sabbath, a day
in which no work could be performed, from sundown on Friday night to sundown on Saturday
night. For Jewish intents and purposes, Friday,
the day on which Jesus died, was counted as day
one. Saturday, the day of rest, was considered
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day two. And Sunday, the first day of the week,
was reckoned as day three. Although Jesus had
not been in the tomb for 72 hours, in the Jewish system of calculating days, the Lord’s time
in the grave spanned three days. Some scholars
also recognize the possibility that the Passover,
a high holy day or High Sabbath, could have occurred on Friday, which would have added an
additional day of “rest” to the weekend. In this
scenario, the crucifixion would have been on
Thursday.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Proclaim the evidence for the Resurrection despite
people’s attempts to explain it away.
• The religious leaders made up a story that Jesus’
disciples stole His body. What are some explanations people use today to try to explain away
Christ’s resurrection? (The Swoon theory; the
Hallucination theory; the Spiritual Resurrection theory; etc.)
• What evidence and reasoning have we seen
today that we can cite to assert the truthfulness of the Resurrection? (Empty tomb; many
eyewitnesses to the risen Christ—1 Corinthians 15:3-8; the testimony of the angels; Jesus
had predicted it; the tomb had been secured;
the women saw, heard, and touched the risen
Christ; those fabricating a story would not
have used women as witnesses; Jesus ate and
drank with the disciples and showed them
the scars from the nails and spear; the Roman
guards would not have slept through the moving of the stone; etc.)

Give learners a copy
of FTE 7-4 (“Opposing Views Challenged”) to help your
learners understand
some views opposed
to the Resurrection
and Scriptures that
speak to those views.

FTE 7-4
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SG

LG

Live It

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.

FTE 7-5

Option 1: Ask your learners to imagine a coworker
wants to meet with them to discuss why Christians
believe Jesus rose from the dead. Where could your
learners find extra information to help them give
evidence for the Resurrection? Give them a copy of
FTE 7-5 (“There’s Evidence for That”) and encourage
them to use the resources on the handout to prepare
to give evidence for the truth of the Resurrection.
Option 2: Ask your learners to think of three ways
that Christ’s resurrection brings them encouragement and hope. Encourage them to spend time this
week worshiping the risen Savior and thanking Him
for the hope His resurrection brings.
Option 3: Ask the following:

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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• How should we respond to the great news that
Jesus conquered death and lives forever at the
right hand of God the Father?
• What will you do in response this week?

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 8-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 8-2

(student outline)

q FTE 8-3
(handout)

q PP-8

(Parent Page)

April 24, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 8

Till All Have Heard
FAMILY THEME
The Great Commission

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners share the gospel with
those around them and help send it
to all people everywhere.

STUDY TEXT

Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:6-11

Key Truths

• Believers Are to Make Disciples Wherever God Sends Us.
•	Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Believers Are to Witness for Christ
Across the Street and Around the World.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer this
week and to work with family members to do so as well. What is baptism and why is a person baptized? Answer: Baptism is the act of immersing a Christian in water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. A believer is baptized to obey the command of Jesus (Matthew
28:19) and to show others his decision to follow God. (Learners will find
this Bible Basics note on the FTE 8-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

This lesson is set soon after Jesus’ resurrection when He gave His
followers the commission to make disciples of all people everywhere.
The rest of the New Testament reflects this mission.
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SG

LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to share
a time when someone in authority over them gave
them a task to complete. Who was the authority and
what task or mission did that person give your learner? After discussion, say: People are given various
tasks or missions to complete. Today we will study the
great mission Christ gave His followers to complete.

Choose one of the
Get Started options
to capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching
Essential 8-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Prior to this week’s session, enlist the
help of an individual or individuals who have either served as missionaries or have gone on or led
short-term mission trips. Allow them a few minutes
to share their experience (location, length of time,
cultural differences, results, etc.) If time permits,
allow your members a couple more minutes to ask
follow-up questions to what they just heard. After
discussion, say: People across the street and around
the world need to hear the good news about Jesus. Today we will see how all followers of Jesus are to get the
gospel out to those who need to hear.

FTE 8-1

LG

Study the Word

TEACHING TIP:
Learning is more than
just memorizing facts
and understanding
principles. Help
your students go
beyond this to realize
implications for life,
choose to obey, and
change behavior.
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Having been summoned to a meeting with the risen Lord, the disciples were undoubtedly excited and
eager to hear what He would say to them. They had
seen His heart for mankind on display in many situations and with a wide array of people. This same
heart and passion came out again in the final words
He spoke on this occasion.

Believers Are to Make Disciples Wherever God Sends Us
(Matthew 28:16-20)

This passage contains what is typically referred to
as the Great Commission. These words were spoken
specifically to Christ’s followers who were present
that day, but continue to have meaning, relevance,
and application for all followers today. Verse 16 specifies that eleven of the original twelve disciples were
there. This is interesting for two reasons. First, Judas
Iscariot is missing. This is not a surprise because he
had betrayed Christ for a mere 30 pieces of silver and
later hanged himself (Matthew 26:47-50; 27:3-5). A
second reason why eleven is significant is because
Peter is still in the group, in spite of the fact that he
publicly denied knowing Jesus (Matthew 26:69-75).
This was a dismal failure on his part, and yet the
Lord, in grace, reached out to him, forgave him, and
would continue to use him.

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 8-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

FTE 8-2

DIG DEEPER:
Matthew reported that Judas hanged himself
(Matthew 27:5). In Acts, Luke recorded that he
fell (Acts 1:16-19). This is no contradiction as
some suppose. These two accounts are easily
resolved with the understanding that Judas did
hang himself, but at some point his body fell from
where he hung, which resulted in his body breaking open (Acts 1:18). For more on this see bit.ly/
AP-Judas or bit.ly/CARM-Judas.
Some seek to fault Matthew’s attribution of
this prophecy to Jeremiah instead of Zechariah
(Matthew 27:9). Careful study resolves this question as well. The Hebrew Scriptures were in three
collections: Law, Prophets, and Writings. The
first and largest book of the Writings is Psalms,
which could be used in reference to the entire
collection. The largest book of the Prophets is
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Jeremiah. Matthew seems to use Jeremiah as representative of all the prophets—such is the case in
Matthew 16:14. It is also appropriate to point out
that Matthew said this prophecy was “spoken”
by Jeremiah. Under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, Matthew may be informing us that Jeremiah spoke the prophecy that was later written
by Zechariah.
These eleven disciples went to Galilee because the
Lord had promised to meet them there (Matthew
26:32; 28:10). The specific mountain upon which He
met them is uncertain, although some speculate that
it was Mt. Tabor, possibly the site of Jesus’ transfiguration. Matthew stated that when they saw Jesus, His
disciples worshiped Him. He added that some doubted (verse 17). Scholars disagree on whom these were
that doubted. Some believe it was some of the eleven,
but that they were hesitant or uncertain about how
to react, rather than doubting that Jesus was alive.
The Greek word translated “doubted” often spoke of
hesitation or indecision, rather than unbelief. Other
scholars believe there may have been other followers
of Jesus that had gathered there, and that some of
them doubted. After all, in 1 Corinthians 15:6, Paul
mentioned that the Lord appeared to more than 500
people in His resurrected state.
Regardless of who “doubted,” Jesus wanted to
strengthen the faith of these who would take the
message of Christ to the world. The last few days
had been an emotional roller coaster for anyone who
knew Christ or even knew anything about Him.
Any doubts and hesitation would have been
quickly eradicated by what Jesus said in verse 18.
All authority is His! This authority was granted to
Him by the Father and would now provide the basis
for what His followers were to do. Throughout Matthew’s gospel, he emphasized and illustrated Jesus’
authority in various capacities—over the human
body, demons, natural elements, sin, the Sabbath,
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and even death. This same authority would now validate and authenticate what Christ would commission His disciples to do.
The primary command of Christ’s commission is
to make disciples (verse 19). And they were to do this
for all nations and people groups, not just Israel. We
are to lead people to Christ and to do so wherever
we go. It could be paraphrased this way; “Make disciples as you’re going.” So while it is important to go
to other cultures, the greater point here is that Christ
wants us to make disciples of all nations, every day,
wherever we find ourselves, in the big events and
also in the mundane things like going to the store.
We look for every opportunity to share the gospel.
When people trust Christ and become His followers,
we are to baptize them, and teach them to obey and
follow His teachings. He has the authority as God to
commission us to do so.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that our mission is to proclaim the key
truth that God offers salvation and forgiveness
through faith in Jesus Christ. We are to do this
wherever He leads us and in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Encourage parents and grandparents to discuss this key truth with family.

DIG DEEPER:
Although it reads otherwise in English, make
disciples is the only action verb in the Great
Commission. The call to go, baptize, and teach
are all participles related to the main action of
the verb (i.e., going, baptizing, teaching).

In sharing the gospel, the disciples would be
seeking total commitment to Christ. This commitment would be symbolized in baptism and would be
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further demonstrated in a life committed to obedience to the teachings of the Lord. In this mission, the
disciples could be assured of Jesus’ ongoing presence
with them until the very end of the age (verse 20).
Although the Lord did not remain physically with
the Eleven, His spiritual presence was with them
until their tasks on earth were finished, and He will
be with us as well. The words with you powerfully echo the name Emmanuel, which by definition
means, “God with us” as used in Matthew 1:23. It is
the Lord’s presence that serves as bookends for the
Gospel of Matthew.

DIG DEEPER:
In verse 19, Jesus used the Trinitarian formula of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Another instance
in which all three persons of the Trinity were
linked together was at Jesus’ own baptism in
Matthew 3:16-17. Baptism, as presented in Matthew 28, would associate a believer with the person of Jesus Christ and with the triune God. At
the very least, the text supports the reality of the
Trinity as it places all three persons of the Godhead at the center of Christian allegiance and
links them together under a singular reference
to “the name.”

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Help others become devoted followers of Christ.
• What is a disciple? (Someone who learns from
someone else with the intent of doing what is
taught.)
• What are various ways we can be involved in
making disciples? (Sharing the gospel; helping others understand and obey God’s Word;
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supporting missionaries and church efforts;
praying for the lost and those who share; etc,)
• Why can we have confidence as we seek to make
disciples? (Jesus has all authority and promised
to be with us as we do it.)

Empowered by the Holy Spirit,
Believers Are to Witness for
Christ Across the Street and
Around the World
(Acts 1:6-11)

In Acts 1:3-5, Jesus had told the disciples about the
kingdom of God and their soon-coming Spirit baptism. For these early followers of Jesus, most of which
were Jewish, they assumed this referred to the restoration of Israel’s kingdom. So naturally, they wanted
to know when this would occur (verse 6). The Lord’s
answer in verse 7, however, implied not only that this
was not that time, but also that the question was irrelevant to their present task and future plans. These
times or periods were set by the Father and would be
administered according to His plans.
Verse 8 begins with the word, “but.” This is a term
of contrast that builds on the question of the previous verses. Rather than the Jews simply being concerned with their homeland being restored, Jesus informed them that they would receive power after the
Holy Spirit came upon them and consequently, they
would then be witnesses. This is a key word in the
book of Acts and is used 29 times there. A witness
is someone who merely tells what he or she has seen
and heard. One modern day example of this would
be a witness in a court of law. The judge expects witnesses to share what they know, not personal ideas
or opinions. Our English word “martyr” comes from
the Greek word translated witness. How fitting considering the fact that many of these witnesses were
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It’s time to order D6
Everyday Curriculum
for the next quarter.
Call 800-877-7030 or
go to D6family.com/
d6curriculum. Don’t
put it off!

martyred for sharing what they knew about Christ
and His resurrection.
At this point, Christ’s disciples were inwardly focused as far as nationality. They wanted to restore
the kingdom to Israel. But Christ emphatically corrected that. They were to begin at home, but then to
take the gospel to the ends of the earth in the power
of the Holy Spirit. This empowerment by the Spirit would enable them to be witnesses for Christ in
their own city and homeland, but also throughout
Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth. This expression referred to the farthest extensions of the
Roman Empire, and beyond.
This revolutionized the covenant. Instead of just
being kind to the immigrant who lived among them
and allowing them to adopt the Jewish religion, Jesus’ followers were to go everywhere intentionally
with the good news of what Christ had done to actively seek converts.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that Acts 1:8 shows us the key truth
that God established the church to make disciples
and transfer the faith. Encourage parents and
grandparents to discuss this key truth with their
family.
Very few details are given about the ascension of
Christ in verse nine. The reason is simple—this was
not the emphasis of the text. The emphasis was again
on the instruction of the disciples. This is, however, a
historical event, often celebrated on the fortieth day
after Easter. The perspective in the text is from the
disciples’ point of view as they watched Jesus ascend
from earth to Heaven. The expression, he was lifted
or taken up, is a passive verb indicating that God the
Father was doing the activity of taking His Son back
to Heaven.
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As the disciples gazed into the sky where Christ
had gone, two men suddenly appeared beside them.
Their attire makes it obvious that these were angels.
Two similar angels were dressed in white robes in
Luke 24:4. The angels then gave the disciples the assurance that Jesus would one day return, just as they
had seen Him being taken from them (verse 11).
The disciples watched Christ go with the promise
that He would come back one day. This is part of the
motivation for doing what Christ commissioned. He
will come back to reward those who follow Him and
punish those who have rejected Him.

APPLY IT

SG

The Parent Page
(PP-8) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

LG

Witness in the power of the Holy Spirit until Christ
returns.
• What is a witness? (Someone who tells what
they have seen and heard.)
• Why do we need the power of the Holy Spirit
to spread the gospel? (He guides us, empowers
us, and helps us; He helps us remember God’s
Word; He works in the hearts of those we witness to; etc.)
• We are to witness until Christ returns. Why
should the coming return of Christ motivate us
to share the gospel?

Live It

PP-8

SG

Option 1: Ask your learners to consider how they
can help make disciples wherever God has them at
this time. Discuss various ways to be involved in
making disciples at home, at work, and at church.

LG

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.
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Thank those who are already involved and encourage others to consider how they could get involved.
Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 8-3
(“Spread the Good News”) to help your group members prepare to share the gospel with someone who is
lost. Encourage them to seek to have a conversation
with this person as soon as possible.
Option 3: Ask the following:
FTE 8-3

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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• In what ways can we support those who are taking the gospel to people in other places and nations? (Pray; give financial support; encourage;
send care packages; etc.)
• If you are not already supporting the work of
missions, how will you get involved?

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 9-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 9-2

(student outline)

q FTE 9-4
(handout)

q PP-9

(Parent Page)

q FTE 9-3
(poster)

May 1, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 9

What Really Matters
FAMILY THEME
The Search for Meaning

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners see that life apart from
God is meaningless and empty and
look to God and His ways for purpose and meaning in life.

STUDY TEXT
Ecclesiastes 1:1-18

Key Truths

•	Apart From God, Human Activity Is Meaningless, Fleeting, and Monotonous.
•	Apart from God, Seeking Wisdom and Understanding Is Meaningless.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to memorize John 3:16-17 this week and to work
with family members to do so as well. (Learners will find this Bible
Basics note on the FTE 9-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

This lesson introduces us to the book of Ecclesiastes, written by Solomon around 934 BC. It joins the other Wisdom books that apply to all
people of all time.

87

SG

LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin by starting two columns on the
marker board: one for things people do and value
here on earth that will be Meaningful in Eternity and
another for things that will be Meaningless in Eternity. Ask your learners to list things for both columns.
After discussion, say: People spend their time, money, and energy on all kinds of activities searching for
meaning, purpose, and fulfillment. Today we will see
that, apart from God, life here on earth is ultimately
meaningless.

Choose one of the
Get Started options
to capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching
Essential 9-1 teaching
outline can be used
as a guide for teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Ask your group members to name
some activities and fads that they feel are pointless
or meaningless. Why do they feel these things are
meaningless? What are some activities or experiences they have found to be meaningful? What makes
these things meaningful? After discussion, say: Today we will see how Solomon found that apart from
God, nothing has lasting meaning.

FTE 9-1

LG

Study the Word

TEACHING TIP:
Pique your learners’
interest by using
interesting and
relevant stories and
illustrations that
support and drive
home the truth you
are teaching.
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Solomon asked God for wisdom when he became
king in place of his father David (2 Chronicles 1:7-12)
and later became famous for that wisdom (1 Kings
4:29-34). In spite of his wisdom, however, he ended
up acting foolishly. Influenced by his many foreign
idolatrous wives, he even brought idolatry into Israel
(1 Kings 11:1-11). As an elderly king, he surely had
much to look back on, both good and bad. He wrote
about life apart from God in Ecclesiastes.

Apart From God, Human
Activity Is Meaningless,
Fleeting, and Monotonous
(Ecclesiastes 1:1-11)

The king to whom the first verse introduces us was
undoubtedly Solomon. No other king of Israel ever
fit the description better than he.

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 9-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

DIG DEEPER:
Christians and Jews have associated the book
of Ecclesiastes with Solomon for nearly three
thousand years, even though the book does not
actually have his name in it. Ecclesiastes opens
with a reference to the Teacher or Preacher, son
of David, king in Jerusalem. No one fits that description better than Solomon. Some scholars
believe the book is a compilation of thoughts and
writings from Solomon, similar to Proverbs. It
is clear that the book represents the thoughts of
Solomon, whether he wrote it in its current form,
or someone compiled what he had previously recorded. The Hebrew word describing the writer
can be translated Teacher or Preacher, depending
on the context of a verse. Solomon seems to have
understood that God intended for His gift of
wisdom to serve others, not just himself as King/
Administrator. Someone with a gift such as Solomon’s had an obligation to help God’s truth pass
into the popular understanding of his people.

FTE 9-2

Translations vary for verse 2. The King James
Version used the word vanity. In the time of that
translation, vanity did not mean excessive pride in
one’s appearance or reputation, as we commonly understand it today. It referred instead to the emptiness
or ineffectual outcome of something, as in, they labor in vain who build without the Lord. Other translations use synonyms such as worthless, meaningless,
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or fleeting. Others mention frustration or emptiness.
The word comes from a root that literally denotes
breath or vapor. It means that everything (at least everything under the sun) is passing away, and rapidly
so. Picture trying to hold onto the vapor rising from
a cup of coffee or your exhaled breath on a winter
day. No sooner do you see it than it is gone.
With verse 3 Solomon challenged us to consider
what life is really like apart from God. A lifetime of
toil and labor—what do we really get from it after all?
Solomon asked many penetrating questions, questions that seem dark, even discouraging. To understand what is going on, we must focus on the sphere
of activity that Solomon is describing: under the sun.
This is not life in Heaven or in the kingdom of God.
This is life down in the dirt and the mud—life under
the sun apart from God.
If secular scientists are right and billions of years
into the future all the stars, including ours, will die
out, then everything living will die. In light of that,
how could anything really matter, if that is all there
is? We are not designed for meaninglessness, however. Nor are we designed to find or create our own
meaning, either. We are built to live in the meaning
and purpose for which God has created us.
The earth and its cycles continue, even as generations (under the sun) come and go (verse 4). Solomon
turned his attention to natural phenomena that illustrate this idea of ceaseless coming and going:
• Verse 5: The daily rising and setting of the sun.
• Verse 6: Whereas the sun travels east to west,
Solomon described wind patterns going north
and south, but also round and round. Interestingly, we know today that most weather patterns travel in curves or circular patterns.
• Verse 7: The water cycle: streams go to the sea,
so why does it not fill up? Because the waters
return (via evaporation and condensation) to
the land that fed the streams in the first place.
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Solomon saw this continual cycle as a burden to
understand (verse 8) and more than he could express. He also understood how the products of human senses, especially sight and sound, were never
enough to bring satisfaction to people. Facebook and
other online businesses know that with the right picture, they can generate millions of clicks from users
whose insatiability or appetite will lure them into
sites designed to sell or swindle, not inform. There is
even a word for it: clickbait. People never get enough,
it seems.
The people of Solomon’s day let their eyes and
ears wander through the temptations to sin or empty frivolity. They needed no computerized clickbait.
Technology has changed, but human nature has not
(verses 9-10). Indeed, there is nothing new under the
sun. Customs, languages, nations, and tools change,
but the people involved are very much like those who
went before or will come after.
Speaking of before and after, verse 11 observes
how the repeating cycles of human remembrance
are empty as well. How many people of the past
can most of us recall? Even the most avid historian
among us knows only a few out of all the millions
of human beings who preceded us. How many of us
will make a name that will be remembered for more
than a generation or two of our descendants? Given
enough time, all is forgotten—under the sun.
The natural cycles that Solomon used put our time
here on earth in a different light, one that is not always comfortable for us. We should help the generations following us to understand that all generations
pass, even ours and theirs. They are all pretty much
the same from one to the next, especially if God is
out of the picture. Solomon’s observation holds true
in spite of our much-hyped references to different
generations (Boomers, Xers, Millennials, etc.). If we
want something lasting and eternal, we will need to
find it outside of this world of cycles and demise.
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DIG DEEPER:
Ecclesiastes 1:5 describes the daily rising and setting of the sun. Is this an error in Scripture, since
we now know that it is the earth’s spinning on
its axis that gives the appearance of sunrise and
sunset? Not at all! Even today, when school children learn about the earth’s orbit around the sun
and its rotation upon its axis, we still commonly use the very same terminology. Solomon was
merely engaging with language in the same way
we all do. On the contrary, we find that Solomon
recognized the need for rotation somewhere in
the process. The prevailing wind and water patterns over the globe today tend to flow in circular
or oval patterns, not in straight lines. The North
Atlantic current sweeps up out of the Caribbean,
along the eastern coast of North America, and
carries still-warm water and air over to the western side of Europe. Then the winds drop down
toward the south before beginning a push back
across the Atlantic Ocean to the Caribbean. This
is just one example of many around the world.
Solomon did not use the words evaporation and
condensation, but he described them in verse 7
(to the place the streams come from, there they
return again). Solomon’s proverbs reveal careful
attention to the natural world, and these verses
reveal it even further. Did Solomon make these
observations directly? Or was he wise enough to
learn from those whose experience permitted
observations not available to him in Jerusalem?
Perhaps a bit of both.
We want our children and grandchildren to understand that what they do and how they live are
important because of God, not because of what they
may find here under the sun. Naturally, we will need
to model this behavior for them.
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APPLY IT

SG

LG

Find meaning and purpose in knowing and serving God, not in what is earthly and fleeting.
• Apart from God, where do people in our culture
look for purpose and meaning? (Possessions;
power; money; pleasure; careers; relationships;
etc.)
• What are some earthly activities that never
really satisfy people? (Pornography; partying;
seeking worldly pleasure; workaholism; addictions; etc.)
• What activities help us pursue what is eternal
and fulfilling? (Things that help us know God
better; doing what God has gifted and called us
to do; etc.)

Apart from God, Seeking
Wisdom and Understanding
Is Meaningless
(Ecclesiastes 1:12-18)

Solomon certainly achieved much. He had the time
and resources to learn whatever human knowledge
or wisdom was available in his day. Did such wisdom free him or make him glad? On the contrary, it
was a heavy burden (verses 12-13). Solomon testified
that all of the human activity he had seen or learned
about was without lasting meaning. It was no more
fruitful than chasing after a breeze (verse 14).

Display the FTE 9-3
(“Chasing the Wind”)
poster.

FTE 9-3

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that the emptiness of life apart from
God demonstrates that we are special creations
of God, with an eternal soul. We were created to
be in relationship with God. Encourage parents
and grandparents to discuss this truth at home.
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Crooked in verse 15 does not denote perverse or
wicked, but rather deep, impenetrable, or hard to
get to the bottom of. There are things we cannot
figure out. Even worse, we do not even know what
we do not know! If Solomon’s quest to understand it
all came up empty, it was not for want of trying. He
drank deeply from the cup of wisdom and knowledge. He looked at it from all sides, including insanity and folly. Apart from God, his pursuit of the wind
of wisdom was fruitless (verses 16-17).
Indeed, Solomon warned that wisdom and knowledge carried the heavy baggage of sorrow and grief
(verse 18). This is the perspective of a man whose
heart had drifted away from God. It astonishes us
that this testimony comes from one who repeatedly
advised us to seek wisdom!
As we come to the end of this first chapter, we
must recognize how serious what Solomon described
really is. He did not mention God until describing
the burden He has placed on mankind. It is indeed a
heavy burden to understand that an entire life’s activity, if done apart from God, will amount to nothing. What good are riches, wisdom, and knowledge
if all we can do is disappear into the nameless ranks
of those who went before us?
Christian believers long to say at this point, “But
wait! We’re not merely under the sun!” But we must
hold off. Solomon was not writing to those who had
seen the mountaintop and looked on the other side.
He spoke seriously to those who looked no further
than their limited under the sun horizons. And their
prospects were not good.
As we age, we may find ourselves agreeing more
easily with some of Solomon’s more discouraging
observations. We must not give in to the temptation
to keep our view “under the sun.” We must live life
looking upward, to the Son, for our own good and
that of those who follow us.
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DIG DEEPER:
Solomon received special wisdom from God, but
this does not mean he just woke up “really, really
smart” one day, as though God had downloaded
data into his brain. Solomon’s own testimony is
that he devoted himself to study, and he explored
all that is done under heaven. He applied himself
to the understanding of wisdom. Likewise, God
distributes gifts or abilities to us today, but we
need not expect magic. We too will need to apply
ourselves.

APPLY IT

SG

The Parent Page
(PP-9) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

LG

Find true wisdom and understanding in God’s
Word, not in worldly sources that reject it.
• Give some examples of today’s worldly wisdom
that differs from wisdom revealed in God’s
Word. (Evolution; gender issues; sexuality;
marriage; treatment of others; etc.)
• Why do you think worldly wisdom leaves people unsatisfied and unfulfilled? (God knows all
things and is infinitely wise; God created all
things and knows what is best; any “wisdom”
that departs from God’s revealed wisdom is
faulty and worthless.)
• How is seeking wisdom apart from God like
chasing the wind? (We cannot find true wisdom in anything that differs from what God
has revealed in His Word.)

PP-9
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SG

LG

Live It

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Ask your learners to think of a current
issue or problem that they want to understand better
and know how to deal with it. Encourage them to
seek wisdom from God’s Word this week that will
give them understanding regarding that issue.
Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 9-4
(“Meaning and Purpose”) to help your group members consider some things we can do that will bring
meaning and purpose to our lives. Discuss the handout and encourage your learners to put one or two
ideas into practice this week.

FTE 9-4

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:
• What earthly and fleeting activity is taking
more of your time than it should? What activity
could you replace it with this week in order to
pursue what is lasting and meaningful?
• What could you do this week to make knowing
God your highest priority? How will you build
this into your daily life?

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 10-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 10-2

(student outline)

q FTE 10-3
(handout)

q PP-10

(Parent Page)

May 8, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 10

The Bottom Line
FAMILY THEME
The Purpose of Man

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners have proper reverence for
God and live according to His Word.

STUDY TEXT

Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:14

Key Truths

•	Believers Live With Judgment and Accountability in Mind.
•	Believers Demonstrate Proper Reverence for God and Obey His
Word.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to review Romans 6:23 and Philippians 2:10-11 this
week and to work with family members to do so as well. (Learners will
find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 10-2 student outline you give
them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

This lesson concludes the book of Ecclesiastes, written by Solomon
around 934 BC. It gives us the universal purpose of having reverence
for God and obeying Him.
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SG

LG

Get Started
Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to consider what one piece of advice they would give all people if they had the opportunity to do so. Ask them
to keep the advice to one phrase or sentence. After
several have shared, say: Solomon brought Ecclesiastes to its conclusion by turning his reader’s attention
to God. Today we will see the one piece of advice he
passed along to his readers: Fear God and keep His
commandments.

Choose one of the
Get Started options
to capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching Essential 10-1
teaching outline can
be used as a guide for
teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Ask your group members to name some
activities for which people are held accountable and
face some sort of punishment. Examples might include speeding or theft. How does the threat of
punishment help regulate people’s behavior? After
discussion, say: Solomon brought Ecclesiastes to its
conclusion by turning his reader’s attention to God.
Today we will see how he encouraged his readers to allow their awareness of coming judgment to guide their
daily choices and actions.

FTE 10-1

LG

Study the Word

TEACHING TIP:
Add a visual component to the lesson by
using a marker board
in various ways: Use
diagrams to show
the relationship of
ideas; list the outline
or major points of the
lesson; list ideas and
suggestions from the
learners; list conclusions reached; list
problems to solve;
etc.)
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After several chapters focusing on the meaninglessness of life lived apart from God, Solomon concluded Ecclesiastes by reminding his readers that we will
give an account for how we live, and that the best
thing we can do is have reverence for God and live
according to His commands.

Believers Live With Judgment
and Accountability in Mind
(Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:8)

Two extremes lie in wait for those who contemplate
life. One extreme is to focus on its darkness. It is all
coming to an end and will mean absolutely nothing,
and no one will remember me! We see this outlook
in many of the earlier passages of Ecclesiastes. The
other danger is to not take life seriously at all: eat,
drink, and be merry, and pay no attention to consequences for oneself or others. Solomon will help us
avoid both errors if we will pay attention.
He addressed the young with the advice to enjoy
life (verses 9-10). Live with a full and happy heart,
but remember that we will give an account for our
lives. Profit from being young, not by being young
and foolish, but by living in such a way that one can
enjoy life even as one prepares to meet God.
Creative activity requires constraints. The artist
or the artisan makes choices. It may be the wood to
carve, the paint to use, or the cake to decorate. What
will we create? What are we going to paint? What
kind of cake will we bake? Only once we have made
some very important initial choices can we get on
with the business of the creative process.
How about building a happy life? That is one of
the first choices to make. Do we want to shrink back
from life’s inevitable end and not enjoy what it sends
our way now? Do we want to live as though it will
never end? Choosing to live joyfully and vigorously
(especially when young) while remembering that we
will answer to God—that is a recipe for a happy life.
Let us live joyfully, and encourage our children and
grandchildren to do the same. If they have particular
interests, encourage them to follow them in such a
way that they will be able to answer to God for how
they have lived.

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching Essential 10-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

FTE 10-2
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DIG DEEPER:
Walk in the ways of your heart and in what your
eyes see (Ecclesiastes 11:9): Is this not the opposite of the deceitfulness of the heart that Jeremiah 17:9 warns us about? Solomon, in Proverbs
3:5, warned us not to lean on our own understanding. In Ecclesiastes, he provided some understanding that we need to take into account.
Jeremiah asked, Who can know or understand it
(speaking of the heart)? We cannot trust it. Left
on our own, it will surely lead us astray. Solomon, however, was telling us to follow it, but not
to let it lead us astray. Follow it in the realization
that God will call it all to account. Living life in
such a way as to be ready to answer to God is not
likely to lead us astray. There is no contradiction
in the Bible’s instructions. What we have instead
is clarification and specific application to specific
areas of life.
Verse 1 of chapter 12 extends the closing thought
of the previous chapter. In 11:9-10, Solomon emphasized enjoying life. Here in chapter 12, he painted a
more detailed picture of what is coming. Living only
under the sun (apart from God) will mean that we
will find no pleasure in the harder years of old age.
We should draw near to God and live with Him in
mind before those years come.
Most interpreters see verses 2-7 as an extended
poetic description of old age. An older person hardly
needs a reminder of what aging can be like. Solomon
went through this lengthy description for the sake of
the young. He wanted them to think about what was
coming their way. He spoke of things that diminish with old age: joy, eyesight, movement, hearing,
speaking, desire, and more. He spoke of increasing
fear and frailty. He closed with the image of an abandoned well. The cord had snapped, the bowl or bucket was broken. The pitcher for pouring water into
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other vessels had shattered. The wheel or pulley to
pull up the water was broken. Life was over.
Verse 8 gives us Solomon’s final repetition of the
refrain he repeated throughout the book: apart from
God it is all meaningless! If one does not die tragically young, one dies pitifully old. That is life under
the sun.
Solomon’s advice is to give thought and attention
to God while we are young, worshiping and serving
Him. The time will come when our abilities and faculties will diminish, when we will not be able to do
for God and for others what we once did. In fact, the
day may come when our life becomes very difficult.
Remember God while we can still remember anything. Praise God while we can still raise a voice in
praise. Listen to God and others while we can still
hear anything at all. Do something for God and others while we still can.

DIG DEEPER:
Some translations speak of evil days in 12:1. This
is not evil in the sense of moral evil, but rather in
the sense of enduring the curse from Genesis 3
that finally claims all of us. Verses 2-7 are worth
examining in more detail:
• Verse 2: Life in Israel followed well-defined
weather patterns. Spring clouds would
come and go, but autumn and especially
winter clouds tended to set in and hang
around. As we age, it seems that the aches,
pains, and various ailments tend to stay for
longer than they used to.
• Verse 3: Knees, hips, and legs become frailer, leading to precarious, shaky walking.
Teeth cannot grind as well when they are
missing! Eyesight dims. Even cataract surgery is no cure-all for failing eyes.
• Verse 4: Hearing weakens, gradually shutting us up in a house of silence. The sound
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of grinding may refer to speaking faintly
over gums—with teeth gone, our speech
suffers. Most interpreters believe the rising up at the sound of birds indicates how
the old can be easily startled, in spite of
bad hearing. Some see a waking up at first
light, when the birds begin to sing.
• Verse 5: With aging, people tend to be
more risk-averse. It often shows in their
driving or in their hesitation to do much
climbing. The almond tree in full bloom
appears as a bright white fluffy ball, surely
a reference to gray or white hair. The grasshopper dragging itself along in cold weather calls to mind the painful moving about
we may experience because of stiff joints.
Desire (caper berry in some translations)
refers to sexual desire. The caper berry
enjoyed popularity as a sexual stimulant.
Even stimulants eventually fail. The eternal home in this case may be no more than
the grave, considering the rest of the passage, but we cannot rule out a truly eternal
home with or without God. Mourners refers to a funeral procession.
• Verse 6: This is the final breakdown of the
living human organism. Some see the silver cord as the spinal cord, connecting the
brain to the body. They will usually think
of the gold bowl as the skull containing
the brain. Others see a silver cord holding
a golden bowl at a well. In either case, the
end result is the same: complete destruction.
• Verse 7: Our body begins its descent back
to the dust, and our spirit meets its Creator.
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We do not want to scare children or grandchildren when they encounter older people. Let us instead help them to be more understanding of those
who have diminished capacities. Respect for the elderly is good, and not just for the elderly.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Keep accountability to God and the coming judgment in mind as you make daily decisions.
• Why is it important to maintain an awareness
of coming judgment? (Although not the highest motivation, the threat of punishment does
help us stay on track; it motivates us to warn
others.)
• What choices and actions demonstrate people have accountability to God in mind? What
choices demonstrate they do not?
• Why is it better for people to come to Christ
and live for Him earlier in life rather than later? (They can do more for God’s kingdom; they
will avoid some of the consequences of sin; life
is better lived God’s way; etc.)

Believers Demonstrate Proper
Reverence for God and Obey
His Word
(Ecclesiastes 12:9-14)

These last few verses of Ecclesiastes tie up some important loose ends. First, we find out more about
Solomon (often called the Teacher or Preacher). He
did not hoard his wisdom for himself. He shared his
knowledge with his subjects. He worked at discovering and organizing proverbs. He was not content just
to collect them. He put effort into finding the best
way to express wisdom. As a result, what he wrote
was trustworthy (verses 9-10).
Lesson 10: The Bottom Line • 103

Verse 11 and the first part of verse 12 tell us something important about the words of the wise, or the
Wisdom literature of the Bible. These words work
primarily in two ways. First, they are like goads, the
sharply pointed sticks used to get the plowing oxen
moving, or moving in the right direction. Words of
wisdom spur us into action, to do the right thing or
to move in the right direction. Second, they are like
embedded nails. Goads produce movement. Nails
produce stability. Some things do not need to move.
They need to be fastened down. Words of wisdom
help to nail things down, keeping us from wandering
off on our own away from God.
To summarize, words of wisdom serve to move
what needs to get moving and to settle down what
needs to stay settled.
God is not against books or literature. The Bible,
after all, is a collection of books. Yet it seems clear
that we have multiplied words—published words—
in ways that bring about great weariness. Now, the
thoughtful person must wade not merely through
millions and millions of hard cover and paperback
books, newspapers, and magazines, but must now
navigate the confusing pages of the online world
(verse 12b).
There may be much to be written still, but nothing
else to be heard (verse 13). We await no discovery in
art, science, economics, or politics that will invalidate the conclusion of the matter: fear God and keep
His commandments. Everything else arranges itself
around that one central duty. God will have the last
word. His judgment or evaluation will prevail. He
will easily ignore our pitiful attempts to excuse what
is wrong or to condemn what is right (verse 14). We
can do no better than to live the life He has set before
us, to fear Him, keep His commandments, and await
His final word.
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Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that we have good reason to fear and
obey God. He is the Sovereign Lord of all. Encourage parents and grandparents to talk with
family about this truth.

DIG DEEPER:
The Whole Duty of Man—Solomon is speaking
here of a universal obligation. Language, culture, historical era, political system—these do
not matter. In every time and in every place, to
fear God and keep His commandments is the allencompassing duty of every person. Note carefully, however that Solomon’s reference to God’s
judgment over every deed does not mean salvation by works. We cannot earn salvation by doing good works. It is faith in Christ’s work that
saves us. We will, however, give an account for
the way we live.

The Parent Page
(PP-10) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

PP-10

APPLY IT
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LG

Demonstrate reverence for God and obey His
Word, knowing we will give an account for the way
we live.
• What are some attitudes and actions that
demonstrate reverence for God? (Humility; a
desire to please God; obedience to God’s Word;
surrender to God’s Will; etc.)
• When has God used His Word to prod you to
take appropriate action?
• When has God’s Word helped you to stand firm
in some area of life?
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Live It

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: If your group is already into their older
adult life, discuss what we can do to finish well in
spite of the problems that come with old age. Discuss
what we can do to honor God and leave a good example for the generations behind us. Encourage them to
put one of these ideas into action this week.
If your group is in early or middle adult life, discuss how we can enjoy life in proper ways and prepare for our older years. Encourage them to put one
of these ideas into action this week.
Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 10-3
(“Our Purpose According to Solomon”) to help
learners determine how they can more fully demonstrate reverence for God and obey Him. Encourage
them to put these ideas into action this week.
Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

FTE 10-3

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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• What one or two attitudes or actions would you
like to change in light of the fact that we will give
an account for the way we live? How will you
put this into action?

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 11-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 11-2

(student outline)

q FTE 11-3
(handout)

q PP-11

(Parent Page)

May 15, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 11

Until We’re Home
FAMILY THEME
Representatives of Christ

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners live as Christ’s representatives to the world, obeying Him
and sharing how all people can be
reconciled to God.

STUDY TEXT
2 Corinthians 5:1-21

Key Truths

•	Believers Look Forward to Being With the Lord and Having a New
Glorified Body.
• Believers Seek to Please Christ Because of All He Has Done for Us.
• Believers Share With Others How They Can Be Reconciled to God.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to memorize 2 Corinthians 5:17 this week and to
work with family members to do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 11-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

This lesson is set around AD 56 when Paul wrote to the Corinthian believers from Macedonia.
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Get Started
Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to share
some things they really look forward to. Examples
might be payday, the Christmas season, vacations,
holidays, time with good friends or family, etc. After
discussion, say: Just about everyone has something
they really look forward to. Today we will see how
looking forward to Heaven can help us when we go
through tough times.

Choose one of the
Get Started options
to capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching Essential 11-1
teaching outline can
be used as a guide for
teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Begin by asking your learners to share
some ways ambassadors represent their countries.
Discuss why it is important for ambassadors to represent their countries well. After discussion, say:
Ambassadors have a difficult and important job. Today we will see how we are to serve as ambassadors of
Christ to the world around us.
FTE 11-1
LG

Give
Give everyone
everyone in
in your
your
group
group aa copy
copy of
of the
the
FUSION
FUSION Teaching
Teaching
Essential
Essential 11-2
11-2 student
student
outline
outline and
and somesomething
thing to
to write
write with.
with so
they can take notes.

Study the Word
Having discussed human frailty in 2 Corinthians
chapter 4, Paul used chapter 5 to talk about the believer’s future hope of eternity, and our privilege of
representing Christ while we are here on earth. He
spoke of what he looked forward to when his earthly
tent—the human body—was destroyed, and how he
desired to please Christ both in this life and in the
one to come.

Believers Look Forward to
Being With the Lord and
Having a New Glorified Body

FTE 11-2

(2 Corinthians 5:1-8)

Paul’s discussion regarding the hardships relating to the ministry (chapter 4) led him to discuss
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spiritual truths regarding our bodies and eternity.
While some would have been anxious about Paul’s
physical well-being because of the many dangers and
hardships he faced, he assured them that when our
physical bodies are destroyed, we will have a new
body that is fit for eternity (verse 1). The word for
tent or tabernacle referred to the earthly body, which
is susceptible to death and decay. The destruction he
spoke of was a reference to death, the future experience of every individual.
Although we struggle with the burdens of life
here on earth, we have a new body and a new home
in Heaven with the Lord to look forward to (verses
2-4). The word groan in verse 2 indicates our struggle with the difficulties of life. The term for naked
in verse 3 means to be disembodied or stripped of
the present body. For a second time, the apostle used
the word groan (verse 4). Paul’s desire was not just to
put off the frail human body but also a desire to put
on the new, glorified body so that the mortal would
be replaced with immortality. See also 1 Corinthians
15:42-55).

TEACHING TIP:
If a group member
gives an answer or
comment that is not
in line with biblical
truth, you may want
to gently ask them
where they find that
in Scripture. You
might also ask for responses from others
that may help correct
the faulty thinking.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that as Sovereign Lord of all, God deserves our worship, obedience, and service. Encourage parents and grandparents to discuss this
truth at home.
Paul reminded the readers that the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit assures us we will take up new residence in Heaven after we die (verse 5). The word
translated guarantee, earnest, or pledge meant a deposit or a down payment and expressed the apostle’s
confidence in the work God had promised to fulfill.
With this eternal perspective, Paul could remain
confident and encouraged despite his mortality and
suffering (verses 6-8). Recognizing that being in the
physical body meant being absent from the Lord, he
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would continue to live this life by faith. Indeed, this
is not all there is. In fact, Paul had such an eternal
perspective that he would prefer to be at home with
the Lord and absent from the earthly body.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Let the fact that Heaven awaits encourage you
when going through the trials of life.
• What aspects of this earthly life are you most
looking forward to leaving behind? (Disease;
injustice; war; famine; struggles with temptation; emotional hurts; deaths of loved ones;
etc.)
• How does thinking about what lies ahead in
Heaven encourage you?

Believers Seek to Please Christ
Because of All He Has Done
for Us
(2 Corinthians 5:9-15)

Paul’s goal was to please the Lord, whether he was
on earth or in Heaven (verse 9). He wanted the Corinthians to make this goal their own. Ultimately,
what matters for all believers is our determination
to please the Lord no matter what. Paul’s motivation
for this mindset included the reality that we all will
stand before the Lord and give account of all we have
done on earth, whether good or bad (verse 10). All
individuals, including believers, will answer to God,
not only in regard to salvation, but also in respect
to the way we live while here on earth. The apostle’s
greatest desire was to hear the Lord say that he had
done well. This, in Paul’s mind, should motivate the
Corinthian believers (and us) as it motivated him.
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DIG DEEPER:
The judgment seat about which Paul spoke in
verse 10 is a very specific term. The concept
came from the Isthmian Games (the Corinthian Olympics) where a judge would sit on a Bema
seat at the finish line to determine what position
the runners came in (first, second, third . . .), and
then to give out the appropriate rewards. This
same concept is used in 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 in
which the quality of a man’s works were evaluated. It was here that Paul spoke of gold, silver,
wood, hay, and stubble. This particular judgment seat is for believers only. It does not determine salvation or eternal destiny, but is the time
in which believers give an account of their individual lives to Christ. The other major judgment
in the New Testament is the great white throne
judgment. This is found in Revelation 20:1115, and is the final judgment of unbelievers. At
this judgment, unbelievers from all the ages are
judged for their sins and consigned to the lake of
fire. While each of these judgments carries an element of fear or trepidation, for the believer it is
intended to spur us along to good works. Each of
us should be constantly evaluating our lives and
asking, “What are we living for?” Is it the things
that really matter (precious stones) or temporal,
worldly things (wood, hay, stubble)? Wise men
and women will prepare for Jesus’ judgment by
living in light of eternity.
Paul stated that knowing we will all stand before
Christ caused him to work diligently to reach others
with the gospel (verse 11). When Paul spoke of the
fear or terror of the Lord here, he could have been
referencing the “fear” or awe of believers knowing
that one day they will stand before the Lord and give
account of their lives. This “fear” motivated him to
seek to persuade others with the gospel. It is also
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possible, however, that Paul had in mind the fear or
terror that unbelievers would one day experience
without a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Regardless of which view was in mind, it served as a motivating factor for the apostle. Beyond his words of
persuasion, however, Paul also understood that his
life and integrity would speak volumes to others as
well. The truth is, a person’s message is linked to his
life and integrity.
Knowing the tactics of the critics and their accusations of Paul boasting about himself, he took
verse 12 to inform the readers of these things so
they would know the facts if, and when, the accusations about him came. This would merely provide
a defense for them to have at their disposal. In fact,
scholars believe that even some of the Corinthians
were accusing Paul of being “out of his mind.” Aware
of these accusations, he used verse 13 to assert that
if he appeared to be out of his mind, as accused in
Acts 26:24, that it was for God’s glory. It must have
been an encouraging thing for Paul to know that
similar charges were made against Jesus (Mark 3:21).
When Paul appeared to be in his right mind, it was
for the benefit of the readers. Whatever he did was
for Christ and for others, not for himself.
In the final analysis, however, it is Christ’s death
and sacrifice that provides the motivation and determination to serve. Because Christ gave His life for
us and bore our sin, we should give our lives for His
service (verses 14-15). Aware of the love that Christ
had for mankind, Paul asserted that this is what
compelled him to continue to serve, in spite of the
obstacles and challenges. The beauty of the gospel
message is that the death of Christ was for all people, regardless of ethnicity, social status, gender, or
nationality. Christ’s death breaks the power of sin
even to the extent that believers would no longer live
for themselves, but for the one who gave His life for
them. This great truth motivated Paul to continue to
serve and should motivate us as well.
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APPLY IT
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Live to please Christ because He died for you.
• What do we mean when we say we want to live
for Christ? What does that look like? (Doing
whatever He leads us to do; obeying His Word;
living to please Him; seeking to see His will
accomplished; etc.)
• Which do you think is a better motivator: obligation or appreciation? Explain your answer.

Believers Share With Others
How They Can Be Reconciled
to God
(2 Corinthians 5:16-21)

Paul concluded this chapter with a stark reminder of
who we are in Christ, and of the importance of the
task we have been given. While reminding us that
Christ has completed the act of reconciling us to God,
making us new in Christ, he also stated that God has
now extended that ministry of reconciliation to us.
Since we have seen firsthand the difference God can
make in our lives, we are to be the messengers for
that change to the entire world (verses 17-19). Paul
shared that we are now to be ambassadors for Christ,
representing Him to the lost world (verses 20-21).
As a result of the death and resurrection of Jesus,
Paul’s entire outlook had changed (verse 16). The
worldly attributes and achievements he once regarded as valuable were not so important anymore. Interestingly, these were the same attributes he once
looked for in Christ. In fact, from Paul’s vantage
point, he previously evaluated Christ according to
his own worldly standard.
Therefore in verse 17 is connected to the concept
of knowing or regarding Christ in verse 16. The idea
of being in Christ speaks of being united with Him
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and was an expression Paul used often referring to
a believer’s relationship to Christ. As a result of this
new relationship, the believer is a new creation and
possesses new life in Christ. Now, the old things,
namely the selfish, carnal views and actions, have
passed away. The new life, a life of devotion to Christ,
has now come.
Lest people misperceive Paul’s message, he reminded the reader in verse 18 that all of this came
from God. It was God who took the initiative to
reconcile mankind to Himself, something that only
Christ could do. Having reconciled us, the Lord then
committed to believers the ministry of telling others
how we can be reconciled to God. Verse 19 served
as a repetition and further clarification of the work
God did through Christ. God did not use people’s
sins and shortcomings as a reason to withhold salvation, but instead sent Christ to reconcile the world,
those estranged from God, to Himself. This wonderful message has now been entrusted to His followers
as they seek to declare this good news to all people.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that we can be reconciled to God because He offers salvation and forgiveness through
faith in Jesus Christ. Encourage parents and
grandparents to discuss this truth with family.
The ambassador in verse 20 alluded to an individual that served in a foreign country as a representative of his home country. In this case, those reconciled to God implore others, namely the enemies of
God, to be reconciled to Him. Through His people,
God works to call the lost to reconciliation. The reason they should be reconciled to God is given in verse
21. Although He had never sinned, Christ took on
our sins, becoming sin for us. John the Baptist first
expressed the beauty of this truth when he spoke of
Jesus being the Lamb of God who takes away the sins
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of the world (John 1:29). Because He had borne the
sins of the world, the righteousness of Christ could
then be placed on those who trust in Him. Through
Jesus’ death and resurrection, God could demonstrate both judgment and mercy through Christ.

APPLY IT
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Represent Christ to the lost world around you.
• What does an ambassador do? (Represents and
passes along the message and wishes of the
person or country that sent him or her.)
• What is involved in the ministry of reconciliation? (Living for Christ and sharing with the
lost what Christ has done for us and how they
can be made right with God.)
• In what ways are believers new creations in
Christ? (They have been reborn spiritually; the
old way of life is gone and they now can live
for Christ; they have new attitudes and actions;
etc.)

Live It

The Parent Page
(PP-11) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
(Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

PP-11

SG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 11-3
(“Living to Please Christ”) to help your group members think of several things they could do to please
Christ. Discuss their ideas and encourage them to
choose at least one way they want to please Christ
this week and plan how they will do so.
Option 2: Ask your learners to list some of the difficulties and problems we face that cause us to groan.
After compiling a list, encourage them to take a
moment to think about what awaits us in Heaven.

LG

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.

FTE 11-3
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Discuss how focusing on what waits for us in Heaven
can encourage us when we go through tough times.
Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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• What are some ways we can act as representatives of Christ to those around us?
• What is one way you will represent Christ this
week?

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 12-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 12-2

(student outline)

q FTE 12-4
(handout)

q PP-12

(Parent Page)

q FTE 12-3

May 22, 2022

TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 12

Holiness Matters
FAMILY THEME
Set Apart for Christ

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners be growing in holiness,
separating themselves from sin.

STUDY TEXT

2 Corinthians 6:1—7:1

(poster)

Key Truths

•	Believers’ Lifestyles Should Draw People to Christ, Not Push Them
Away.
•	Believers Should Avoid Close, Binding Relationships With Unbelievers.
•	Believers Separate Themselves From Sin and Keep Growing in Holiness.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each
day this week. What is the role of the Father? Answer: The Father loves
the Son (John 3:35). He providentially cares for the world and all who
are in it (Matthew 6:26). He reveals Jesus to people (Matthew 16:17) and
draws them to Him (John 6:44). He forgives sins (Matthew 6:14). He listens to and answers prayers (Matthew 6:9-13). He sends the Holy Spirit
to mankind (John 14:26). He keeps believers from the devil (John 10:29),
and He sends them out in His service (John 20:21).

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

Like the previous lesson, this lesson is set around AD 56. Paul wrote
to the believers at Corinth calling them to live holy lives set apart for
Christ.
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Get Started
Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to share
some of the growth milestones for children. Examples might include holding his or her head up; eating
solid food; walking; putting sentences together; etc.
After several milestones are shared, say: These kinds
of milestones indicate that a baby is growing and maturing normally. Today we will see how believers are
to be growing and maturing spiritually, especially in
holiness.

Choose one of the
Get Started options
to capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching Essential 12-1
teaching outline can
be used as a guide for
teaching this lesson.

Option 2: Begin by asking your learners to list
things people might do that tend to push others away.
Examples might include temper tantrums; harsh or
vulgar speech or actions; being mean or unkind; etc.
After discussion, say: The way we act affects our relationships with others. Today we will explore how our
lifestyles can also draw people to Christ or push them
away.

FTE 12-1

LG

Study the Word

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching
Essential 12-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

In chapter six, Paul challenged the Corinthians regarding the type of lives they should be living and
also reminded them of the ministry God had given
him to carry out among them.

Believers’ Lifestyles Should
Draw People to Christ,
Not Push Them Away
(2 Corinthians 6:1-10)

FTE 12-2
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Paul appealed to the church at Corinth to accept
and take seriously the message of salvation by grace
through faith in Christ alone. They were not to

depend on their own works, as the false teachers had
urged them. If they depended on works, the grace
they had received would have been useless (verses
1-2). By grace, he is referring to the unmerited favor of God, demonstrated by the sacrificial death of
Jesus. The quotation in verse 2 is from Isaiah 49:8,
a passage that illustrated God’s readiness to receive
Israel when they turned to Him. Just as God restored
and reconciled His people Israel, He offers the same
reconciliation to all of humanity through Christ.
Twice in verse 2 the apostle used the word now, a
term that emphasizes the importance and urgency of
people turning to God. The “day of salvation” is the
time when God offers salvation and reconciliation
through faith in Christ.
In verse 3, Paul challenged the Corinthian believers to follow the example set by him and his team.
They lived in such a way that their lives did not hinder people from coming to Christ. As a result, they
could commend or approve themselves, something
that could not happen if they were living scandalous or hypocritical lives. Supporting this assertion,
he shared the personal testimony of his own ministry team who had endured great hardships, yet lived
with godly character in order to commend themselves to all as servants of Christ (verses 3-10).
In these verses, Paul listed nine trials or experiences, nine inner qualities of followers of Christ, and
then nine paradoxes to support the example he and
his team had demonstrated. The nine trials are listed
in verses 4 and 5. These trials and persecutions were
impositions that Paul and the others endured as a
result of being a part of the ministry of Christ. (See
Acts 16:19-23 for examples of these experiences Paul
suffered in Philippi.)

Display the FTE
12-3 (“Our Lifestyle
Matters”) poster to
reinforce the truth of
this section.

FTE 12-3
TEACHING TIP:
If the discussion
drifts away from the
topic at hand, gently
steer the conversation back in the right
direction, suggesting
you investigate the
other topic at another
time. Be open, however, to the Holy Spirit’s
guidance. Be willing
to change directions
if the Spirit clearly
leads.
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Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that the trials and hardships Paul and
his team endured illustrate how bad things happen because the world is a sinful place. Encourage
parents and grandparents to discuss this truth
with family.
From these nine trials, Paul turned to the nine internal qualities that equipped them to endure these
hardships, all of which are listed in verses 6 and 7.
Included in this list are patience—the ability to bear
up under pressures and trials, and purity—the practical righteousness that was demonstrated in Paul’s
life. All of these, however, would have remained useless were it not for the power of God, another component mentioned by the apostle.
In verses 8-10, Paul continued his list with nine
paradoxes or contradictions. These paradoxes include “unknown, yet well-known” and “dying, yet
alive.” These paradoxes further illustrated the challenges faced by the apostle and his team, their responses to these challenges, and the results of them.
Even through all these challenges, Paul could remain
joyful (verse 10).

APPLY IT
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Live godly lives, avoiding anything that would hinder people from coming to Christ.
• What attitudes and actions of Christians might
become obstacles to others coming to faith in
Christ? (Anger; selfishness; hatred; hypocrisy;
failure to obey God’s Word; etc.)
• What attitudes and actions of Christians might
draw people to Christ? (Kindness; patience;
generosity; humility; serving those in need, etc.)
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Believers Should Avoid Close,
Binding Relationships
With Unbelievers
(2 Corinthians 6:11-16)

Paul’s heart was open to these believers and he desired to have a close relationship with them. However, they were apparently harboring some suspicion
about him and his ministry, likely spurred on by the
false teachers Paul warned them about. He assured
them of his willingness to renew and deepen the
relationship (verses 11-13). Paul’s desire was for the
Corinthians to return the affection that he and the
other missionaries had demonstrated toward them.
While scholars believe that most felt the same affection toward Paul, there were those in the fellowship
who did not. To further his point, he reminded them
in verse 12 that any distance or coldness they may
have sensed was not on his part, thus he could admonish them again in verse 13 to open their hearts
toward him.
Some of the Corinthians apparently had close
relationships with unbelievers, possibly the false
teachers, who were aiding in this divisive spirit.
Paul instructed the Corinthians to avoid placing
themselves in close and binding relationships with
unbelievers whose influence and conduct could affect their own lives (verse 14). This would certainly
include false teachers, but also marriages and other binding relationships in which the other person’s
attitudes, actions, and choices could strongly affect
our lives. He supported this command by showing
how complete opposites cannot be fully united in belief and purpose (verses 14-16).
The expression, unequally yoked, or bound together, used in verse 14, pictured yoking together two
different types of animals. The logic is basic—why
would someone yoke together two animals of differing strengths, differing styles of work, and differing
purposes, and expect it to turn out well? They would
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not have such expectations. Nor should a believer,
especially in regard to pagan worship, be linked together with unbelievers. This did not mean, however,
that believers are to have no interactions or friendships with unbelievers. Other writings of the apostle,
such as 1 Corinthians 5:9-10, make that clear. Believers should avoid binding relationships with individuals who live contrary to the faith God honors and
desires to bless.

DIG DEEPER:
The expression unequally yoked or bound together (verse 14) was a metaphor involving harnessing together two unequal animals for the
purpose of cultivating the land. The warning is
against the joining together of a believer and an
unbeliever in a way that would be considered a
“yoke.” So what exactly did Paul have in mind?
How far did he intend for this principle to be
applied? While most commentators agree that
this would forbid marriage between a believer
and an unbeliever, the principle goes much further. The ultimate issue was one of beliefs and
values behind the decisions and course of action
people would take. Because the basic beliefs and
values of believers and unbelievers are radically different, any union that would involve these
beliefs and values would be doomed to tension
and disharmony. Every believer should evaluate
his or her relationships, business ventures, and
partnerships by this standard. While Paul did
not give any specifics, it is clear that he never intended the believer to cease all contact and relationships with unbelievers. If he were to do this,
he would never have the chance to impact them
with the gospel message (See 1 Corinthians 5:910). Also, this was not a call for believers who
were already married to divorce their unbelieving spouses (1 Corinthians 7:12-13).
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Paul’s point is further clarified by five rhetorical
questions that he asked from verses 14 to 16. Each of
these questions was intended to reflect the vast differences between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. The term Belial in verse 15 meant a
person of lawlessness and came to be used of the evil
one himself. The last question in verse 16 compared
the temple of God with the temple of idols, between
which there is no agreement whatsoever. Paul then
concluded his questions with a reminder that we, as
believers, are the temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16
and 6:19). God wants to live in us and walk in close
relationship with us.

APPLY IT
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Choose carefully whom we allow to influence us.
• Give some examples of close, binding relationships in which a lost person’s attitudes, actions,
and choices could strongly influence or affect
believers’ lives. (Marriage; business partnerships; any relationship in which an unbeliever
has strong control or influence over a believer;
etc.)
• What does this passage reveal about the differences between believers and unbelievers? (Their
basic values and purposes are different; etc.)

Believers Separate Themselves
From Sin and Keep Growing
in Holiness
(2 Corinthians 6:17—7:1)

Paul ended this chapter by instructing his readers
to make decisions that would move them toward a
life of holiness. Verse 17 begins with the word therefore or wherefore, linking it to the principles established in the previous verses. Since believers are the
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temple of God by His Spirit (verse 16), we are to separate ourselves from everything that would defile
His dwelling place—our bodies, hearts, and minds
(verse 17). Here, Paul quoted Isaiah 52:11 to encourage the Corinthians (and us) to separate themselves
from those who would serve as harmful influences to
their spiritual lives.
While God’s power and Spirit are at work in our
lives and we are the recipients of God’s grace and
power, we are not to remain passive. These verses are
filled with action the believer is to take: come out, be
separate, touch not, and cleanse. While God’s power
will most assuredly enable us to do these things, it is
placed upon us to be active in the process of sanctification.
Coupled with these actions believers are to embrace some special promises. In verse 17, God said
He would welcome or receive us. Commentators see
a link between this verse and Ezekiel 20:34, 41 where
God promised to gather and to care for Israel. This
must have been especially encouraging to those believers who were struggling with being ostracized
because of their faith and wondering how, or if, they
would be accepted.
Then, in verse 18, the Lord said He would be a
Father to us. Here, it appears that Paul is quoting
from 2 Samuel 7:14, where God promised to be a
Father to David’s sons. A redeemed people, such as
the Corinthian believers, have a special and unique
relationship with God the Father. From these sons
and daughters, however, God wants, and deserves,
allegiance and obedience. In other words, God’s
promise to be present with us in such a close relationship should motivate us to cleanse ourselves of
anything that would hinder our growing holiness
and relationship with the Lord (7:1). The cleansing
alluded to here would have been understood by the
Corinthians as a ceremonial cleansing, a purification
that implied separation from every evil defilement.
As used here, body or flesh, and spirit, reference
the whole person, including the external (body) and
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the internal (heart, soul, and mind) components. In
an attitude of reverence for God, we can cleanse ourselves by setting aside all sin and consistently choosing what is right, resulting in a growing holiness of
our entire person. This is a maturing, growing holiness that reveals itself in a believer becoming more
and more like Christ.
Paul’s uses of the Old Testament accomplish
several things. First, it reveals and supports Paul’s
knowledge of Judaism and the teachings of the Old
Covenant. Second, it illustrates the fact that he was
not a rogue teacher, teaching principles that were
contrary to the principles of God. Third, it challenged the Corinthians in how they were to live their
lives and the difference it would make when they
chose holiness.

APPLY IT
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The Parent Page
(PP-12) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)

LG

Take steps to separate ourselves from sin and grow
in holiness.
PP-12

• What steps might be involved in separating ourselves from sin? (Admit we have sinned; confess
it; turn away from it; avoid temptation; be accountable; etc.)
• How can we both grow in holiness and draw
others to Christ?

Live It

SG

Option 1: Ask your learners to consider whether or
not there are any close or binding relationships with
unbelievers (not including a spouse) that are hindering their walk with God. If so, do they need to completely break off this relationship, or is there a way to

LG

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.
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maintain the relationship without being negatively
influenced by it? Encourage them to follow through
with any action necessary.

FTE 12-4

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 12-4
(“My Plan for Growing in Holiness”) to help your
learners map out a plan for how they will grow in
holiness this week in one particular area. Discuss
steps such as Bible study and memorization, prayer,
avoiding tempting situations, having an accountability partner, etc. Encourage them to work their
plan this week.
Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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• What attitudes or actions do I need to set aside
that could be obstacles to someone coming to
faith in Christ?
• What attitudes, actions, or characteristics do I
want to build into my life that will draw people
to Christ?

HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q FTE 13-1

(teaching outline)

q FTE 13-2

(student outline)

q FTE 13-4
(handout)

q PP-13

(Parent Page)

q FTE 13-3
(poster)
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TEACHING ESSENTIALS:

LESSON 13

Weak, But Strong
FAMILY THEME
Strength in Christ

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Learners choose to be content
when facing difficulty, knowing
God will give them the grace and
strength to get through it and use it
for His glory and their good.

STUDY TEXT
2 Corinthians 12:1-10

Key Truths

• Believers Exalt God Rather Than Themselves.
• God May Use Difficulty to Keep Us Humble and Dependent on Him.
• God Provides Us Grace and Strength for Whatever We Face.

BIBLE BASICS:

Things We All Should Know

Encourage learners to review John 3:16-17 and 2 Corinthians 5:17 this
week and to work with family members to do so as well. (Learners can
find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 13-2 student outline you give
them.)

HOW IT FITS:

Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible

This lesson, like the previous two, is set in AD 56 and was written by
the apostle Paul. Here he instructed the Corinthian believers that
Christ’s strength is best shown through our weakness,
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Get Started
Option 1: Ask your learners to share a time in which
God gave them grace and strength that helped them
get through a difficult time. What was the situation
and how did God help? After discussion, say: All of
us go through times of weakness and difficulty. Today
we will see how God helps us through such times.

Choose one of the
Get Started options
to capture attention
and get this lesson
started.
The FUSION Teaching Essential 13-1
teaching outline can
be used as a guide for
teaching this lesson.

FTE 13-1
LG

Option 2: Begin by asking your group members to
give examples of when God gave someone in the Bible the grace and strength to persevere during a time
of difficulty or weakness. What was the difficulty?
How did God help that person? After discussion,
say: In this life we face all kinds of difficulty. Today we
will see how God gives us the grace and strength to get
through whatever comes our way.

Study the Word

Give everyone in your
group a copy of the
FUSION Teaching Essential 13-2 student
outline and something to write with so
they can take notes.

In chapter 11, Paul again defended his authority as
an apostle. He did this in response to the false teachers and Judaizers (legalists who taught that following the Law of Moses was necessary for salvation)
that were attacking his ministry. He felt forced to
“boast,” or make known his qualifications and calling as a servant of Christ. He continued this defense
in chapter 12, ultimately exalting the Lord, rather
than himself.

Believers Exalt God Rather
Than Themselves
(2 Corinthians 12:1-6)
FTE 13-2
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Paul had many reasons to boast about his life and
ministry experiences. No other apostle had been

called to follow Christ through such extraordinary
circumstances. He had certainly received extraordinary visions. We know of no one else who had the
privilege of getting a glimpse of Heaven, as Paul recalled in this passage, except for John in the book of
Revelation. While most would have used the sensational experiences to elevate their position or even
exaggerate their calling, Paul was very careful not to
use these experiences to brag about himself. Rather, he was intentional in turning the focus toward
Christ. He had been forced to defend his ministry as
an apostle but still kept the attention on Christ.
In verse 1, Paul expressed the fact that even though
he could continue to speak of his credentials and experiences, there was really nothing to be gained from
doing so. He would continue to do so, however, in an
attempt to silence his critics. Apparently, the critics
and false teachers had criticized his claim to be an
apostle and had questioned his experiences. Paul’s
reluctance in sharing these details highlighted the
differences between him and the Judaizers. While
they were anxious to receive accolades and honors,
Paul sought honor only from God.
In verse 2, the apostle spoke in third person by
asserting he knew about a man who was given a
glimpse of Heaven. Commentators feel this may
have been Paul’s way of avoiding the temptation to
boast of his experiences. The event described here
occurred fourteen years prior to the writing of
2 Corinthians, even before Paul embarked on his
missionary journeys. Little is known about this period in the life of Paul, and the account described here
is not recorded for us anywhere else in the Scriptures. The “third heaven” referred to the place where
God and the angels dwell.
Twice in this passage (verses 2 and 3), Paul expressed uncertainty of whether he was in the body or
apart from the body during the experience. In other
words, he could have actually been taken into Heaven and then returned to earth, or the experience may
have strictly been a spiritual one. What was certain

TEACHING TIP:
Take time outside
your group meetings
to get to know each
of your learners.
The better you know
them the better you
are able to help them
apply the truths of
the lessons to their
lives.
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was the fact that the experiences Paul had were not
intended to be shared with others (verse 4).
In verse 5, Paul asserted that if there were to be
any boasting, he wished it to be in regard to his
weaknesses. What mattered to Paul at this point was
the work God was doing in him and not the achievements of the past. If he had chosen to boast, however, it would have been the truth (verse 6). His desire
was that no one place him in a position he did not
deserve, simply because of his experiences. The only
possible reason for boasting on Paul’s part, and ours,
is the sufficiency of Christ, and not an experience or
ability.

APPLY IT
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Resist the desire to exalt yourself; give God the glory instead.
• Why is boasting always inappropriate for believers? (All our abilities, talents, and giftedness ultimately come from God; boasting
draws people’s attention to us, and away from
Christ, the only one who can save; etc.)
• How can we shift the spotlight onto God when
people are giving us praise? (By thanking God
for helping us and acknowledging that anything good in us comes from Him; etc.)

God May Use Difficulty to
Keep Us Humble and
Dependent on Him
(2 Corinthians 12:7)

Paul’s vision of Heaven was great, but if not rightly
kept in perspective, it could have ruined his earthly
ministry. Because God knows our nature and inclination toward pride, He often allows great burdens
and great blessings to be mixed in the kettle of our
lives. In Paul’s case, there was the experience of
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numerous revelations, most of which the reader is
never told about. This alone could have provided the
apostle enough reason to become prideful. In fact,
what person, acting in the flesh, would not be prone
to boast of such experiences?
God allowed what Paul called a thorn in his
flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet him and keep
him humble and reliant upon God. In the original
Greek, the word translated as thorn had the idea of
something sharp that would cause acute pain. While
we don’t know exactly what this thorn in the flesh
involved, many scholars believe it was some sort of
physical ailment. The word buffet literally means to
“beat with the fist.” Paul did not have the time or energy to focus on areas to be proud about because he
was too focused on relying on God to help him with
the struggles and battles he faced daily. The term for
messenger as used here was based on a Greek word
that could be translated as angel or could be translated as a messenger. This thorn was like a messenger
sent by Satan to periodically harass Paul.

DIG DEEPER:
What was the thorn in the flesh and why was
Paul so vague in this verse? There are numerous
suggestions regarding the “thorn” that Paul was
speaking of. Although numerous options could
be considered, there is no basis for anyone being
dogmatic about a particular view.
• Some see the “thorn” as being spiritual in
nature, namely demonic opposition. This
particular view finds its basis in passages
such as 1 Thessalonians 2:18.
• Some see Paul’s “thorn” as being emotional or mental in nature. Numerous issues
could fall under this category, including
sensual desires, doubts, temptations to despair, or even mental weariness.
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• It is possible that the “thorn” for Paul was
physical in nature, including, but not limited to, severe headaches, epilepsy, malaria, or eye problems, possibly blindness.
• The “thorn” that Paul struggled with could
have even been personal in nature. There is
no doubting the immense opposition that
he faced in his ministry. That being said,
it is possible that one or more individuals
played the role of antagonist and continually persecuted Paul verbally or physically.
In the end, we cannot be certain about what
Paul was alluding to when he penned these
words. So why would the apostle be so vague? It
is possible that under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, Paul would not share any specifics so as
not to leave out or ostracize those with a different
“thorn” than he had. What we can say with certainty is that whatever the “thorn” was—whether
physical, spiritual, personal, or otherwise—God’s
grace and strength were sufficient for them all.
Interestingly, Paul mentioned twice in this single verse that this “thorn” was given to him to keep
him from becoming conceited or exalted in his own
mind. This alone teaches many truths. For instance,
believers are not immune to the temptation to be
prideful. Nor are they immune to the challenges and
struggles that come with being human. It also shows
the reader that it can be a good thing for an individual to acknowledge his personal struggles in the faith.
Many reading Paul’s words, even now, can identify
with the temptations and challenges he spoke of.
Further, while God may not cause bad things to happen, He does permit them and when He does, they
can, and will, accomplish good for the believer. (See
Genesis 50:20 and Romans 8:28 for more insight on
how God can use difficulty for good in our lives.)
As with Paul, whatever thorns in the flesh we may
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experience, God’s grace is sufficient to see us through
them.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview
Point out that God’s ability to work all things out
for our good and His glory illustrates that he is
the Sovereign Lord of all. Encourage parents and
grandparents to teach this foundational truth to
their children and grandchildren.

APPLY IT
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View difficulty as a way for God to work in our
lives.
• What are some “thorns” that God might allow
believers to suffer for His purposes? (Sickness
and disease; persecution; tragedy; loss; etc.)
• How might God use these “thorns” for our good
and His glory? (Develop our character; deepen
our faith; equip us to help others; keep us dependent on Him; etc.)

God Provides Us Grace and
Strength for Whatever
We Face
(2 Corinthians 12:8-10)

These experiences for Paul were certainly heartrending and painful. They were so troublesome that he
pleaded with the Lord three times that this difficulty
would be taken away from him (verse 8). The term
for pleading meant to implore or to cry out earnestly.
Again, he did this, not just once, but three times. Interestingly, Jesus asked the Father more than once to
keep Him from having to suffer on the cross in Mark
14:32-42. In spite of Paul’s pleading with God, and

Display the FUSION
Teaching Essential
13-3 (“Weak, But
Strong”) poster to
reinforce the truths
of this lesson.

FTE 13-3
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doing so three times, the Lord chose to permit this
messenger to continue.
Although God did not answer Paul’s prayer for
the removal of this struggle he was facing, He did
provide something better—His grace and strength
(verse 9). The tense of this verb is significant in the
original language as it could literally read, “He has
once-for-all said to me...” In other words, the message he received from Heaven was words he could
carry with him throughout life, regardless of the
challenges he would face. Instead of removing the
“thorn,” God gave grace—unmerited kindness and
favor that would be sufficient, a term that carried
the notion of contentment. Further, through Paul’s
weaknesses in the experiences, God’s power would
shine through. This power, and not his own, provided Paul the opportunity to boast in his weaknesses. Paul had come to realize that the struggle had
prompted him to rely more fully on God and that
God gave him the grace he needed to endure the trial. The irony was, instead of boasting about his own
accomplishments and strengths, he found a way to
be thankful for his weakness because that was where
God became most evident.
From verse 10, it is evident that God had changed
Paul’s perspective regarding the difficulties of life.
The experiences that would naturally make a person,
even an apostle, cringe and break beneath the pressure, were now welcomed because of the strength of
God that could be manifested in and through them.
In fact, those experiences provided joy for Paul,
knowing that all these things were for Christ’s sake
and that He could manifest His strength and power
through them.
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DIG DEEPER:
Some scholars see a greater purpose than encouraging the reader in Paul’s sharing these experiences. The opponents of the apostle and his
ministry had been very critical of his claims to
be an apostle, partly because of his weaknesses. See 2 Corinthians 10:10 and 11:21. Some of
them were believed to have even used the many
persecutions and challenges experienced by Paul
as an argument against his apostleship. In this
passage, as he laid out the principle of Christ’s
strength in my weakness, he could encourage the
reader, defend his claim to apostleship (again),
and even silence the criticisms of his antagonists.

APPLY IT
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The Parent Page
(PP-13) is a resource
to help parents and
grandparents discuss
the truths of this
lesson with their children or grandchildren
at home. Distribute or
email copies of this
page to parents and
grandparents and encourage them to use
it at home this week.
Parent Page is also
available for FREE
download at www.
D6home.com. (No
password required.)
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Be content in weakness and difficulty so God’s
grace and power can be displayed.
• What does it mean that God’s grace is sufficient
for us in the midst of our trials and difficulties?
(God’s grace and power are enough to get us
through whatever we face; it gives us all that is
required to glorify God in our trials; etc.)
• How can we put God’s grace and power on display in times of weakness and difficulty? (By being content and not complaining; by trusting
God to accomplish His purposes; by displaying joy in the midst of the difficulty; etc.)

PP-13
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Live It

Use one or more of
the Live It options to
help your group members put into action
the principles they
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Ask your learners to consider how God
might be working in their lives by allowing them to
go through some difficulty. Encourage them to focus
this week on what God is wanting to do in their lives
instead of on the difficulty or problem.
Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 13-4
(“Who Gets the Glory?”) to help your group members evaluate how well they are giving God glory
rather than exalting themselves. Discuss the handout and encourage them to focus on giving God glory this week.

FTE 13-4

Encourage your
group members to
complete the daily
devotions in Fusion
Family or Fusion Next
devotional study
guide this week
and to discuss the
devotions with family
members at home.
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Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:
• How well do you tend to handle difficult times?
How do you respond?
• How will you display God’s grace and power the
next time difficulty comes?
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